








 “- Last year, Azerbaijan asserted itself in the 
world as a very strong transit country. Today, the 
roads from east to west and from north to south pass 
through Azerbaijan. This is also an innovation for the 
world and it was us who managed to create it. 

By investing in and creating an excellent business 
environment, we have turned Azerbaijan into a unique 
transport hub.”

Ilham Aliyev, President of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan
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As the result of National Leader Heydar 
Aliyev’s long-lasting struggle, our country now 
stands on par with the developed countries of 
the world, is a full-fledged member of numerous 
international organisations and is heard at inter-
national platforms. Today, the railway, which is 
the main means of transportation in the country, 
is undergoing a period of rapid development.

The great leader Heydar Aliyev during his 
term as a political leader had kept a focus on the 
railway, which is one of the main branches of the 
economy and always took care of the expansion 
of its giant structure. The Azerbaijan Railways 
has become one of the most advanced railways 
in the CIS as a result of the importance given to 
the railway by this great personality, his care and 

attention to its operation, and his direct support. 
Today, the National Leader’s successful political 
and economic transformations are pursued by 
the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan H.E. 
Ilham Aliyev.

The first railway in Azerbaijan was foun-
ded in 1878, and its construction was completed 
on January 20th, 1880. The length of the first ra-
ilway, the Baku-Surakhani-Sabunchu line, was 
only 20 km. Since that historical period, the ra-
ilway has been developed and improved (aga-
inst the backdrop of the increase in demand for 
freight transportation).

The construction of the first railway in 
Azerbaijan and its further development was di-
rectly connected with the transportation of oil. 

THE 136 -YEAR-OLD 
HISTORY OF 
AZERBAIJAN RAILWAYS
“Baku oil caused the construction of the railway in Azerbaijan.”
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The existence of oil wells in Absheron has been 
known since ancient times. For a long time, Baku 
oil had been extracted manually with no syste-
matic methods applied and had been used in 
Azerbaijan, in Middle and Central Asian count-
ries, as well as in Russia and in India for the 
purpose of lighting and in medical treatments.

As a result of drilling the first oil well in 
1871 and further development of oil well dril-
ling methods, oil-extraction had significant-
ly increased due to the deconstruction of the 
19th-century trade system in the early 70’s. Un-
der the existing conditions, the improvement of 
oil transportation was of great importance. In 
those days, oil was primitively transported from 
the main oil-producing regions (Sabunchu, Su-
rakhani, Balakhani) to Baku oil refineries and 
over the Caspian Sea to Russia’s central regions, 
by caravans, using barrels and skin-bags (num-
bering around 10 thousand). This method was 
too expensive and created a serious obstacle for 

further development of the oil industry. In or-
der to get more profit, Baku’s oil industrialists 
proposed the construction of new railway lines 
and pipelines (they had repeatedly appealed to 
the Committee of Ministers for the construction 
of railroads between the oil fields and oil refine-

ries). Finally, at a meeting of the Committee of 
Ministers attended by Czar Alexander II on June 
16, 1878, a project for the construction of the ra-
ilroad was approved. Thus, Baku oil and its in-
dustrial production were the main reason for the 
construction of the railroad in Baku.

The construction of about 25.2 versts-long 
(an obsolete Russian unit of distance equal to 
1.067 kilometres) railroad was entrusted to the 
Poti-Tbilisi Railway Association. The Associati-
on undertook to complete construction of the ra-

ilway lines in a year and a half and an engineer 
named Krubets was assigned to lead the const-
ruction. In December 1878, Krubets sent a letter 
to the city government, saying that there was 
also a great need for the construction of additio-
nal warehouses in the Black City for equipment 
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maintenance. In a short period of time, all the 
materials and equipment needed for the const-
ruction were sent to Baku.

One of the main tasks for the construction 
of the railway was the process of expropriation 
of the lands on the Balakhani and Surakhani li-
nes, as soon as possible. The city authorities ent-
rusted the valuation of lands to a public com-
mission led by philanthropist Haji Zeynalabdin 
Taghiyev. According to the investigation, the 
Commission estimated the expropriated lands 

of more than 21 dessiatinas (measure of land 
=2.7 acres) in the amount of 34,580 rubles. The 
total construction cost of railway routes for the 
oil industry was 784,872 rubles. Construction of 
the railway began in 1878 and was completed 
in 1879. On December 17th, 1879, the Balakha-
ni, Surakhani, and Sabunchu railway stations 
started receiving goods by rail transportation. 
The official opening ceremony of the railroad 
was held on January 20th, 1880, and oil was 
transported in rail tank wagons for the first time 
anywhere in the world.

On October 3rd, 1955, according to Decree 
# 1773 of the Council of Ministers of the USSR, 
Azerbaijan Railways, which had functioned as 
the Baku arm of the South Caucasian Railway 
for a long time, was declared independent by the 
Ministry of Roads of the Soviet Union. Azerba-

ijan Railways began functioning independently 
within the Ministry of Roads of the USSR, accor-
ding to Decree # 717, which was adopted by the 
Council of Ministers of USSR on October 13th, 
1955.

The 136-year-old Azerbaijan Railway has 
a very rich and glorious history. During the 
rule of Tsarist Russia and the Soviet Union, the 
Azerbaijan Railway had been developing conti-
nuously and thanks to the care and attention of 
the National Leader Heydar Aliyev, it reached 

the peak of its prosperity between the 70’s and 
90’s of the last century. The Azerbaijan Railways 
did not escape the significant attention attached 
to the development of the country under Natio-
nal Leader Heydar Aliyev who led the country 
at that time. In the early 1980’s of the last cen-
tury, the great leader accorded great importance 
to the development of the transport systems of 
the former Soviet Republics, as well as to their 
railways.

At the same period of the last century, un-
der the leadership of the National Leader, Shir-
van station, one of the largest sorting stations of 
the Soviet Union at that time, serving the Yev-
lakh- Balaken and Guzdak -Garadagh rail lines 
began operating. Also, a number of other railway 
stations, which were strategically important to 
carrying out the activities of the Azerbaijan Sta-
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te Railways, were built and put into operation. 
Over the same period, 80-90 million tonnes of 
cargo was transported by railway.

The innovations in railways, made throu-
gh the efforts and care of the great leader are 
countless. It should be mentioned that the bri-
ghtest and most rapid period of development of 
the Azerbaijan State Railway occurred during 
Heydar Aliyev’s leadership from 1969 to 2003. 
In 1969 Heydar Aliyev was appointed the head 
of Azerbaijan, and he began a program of exten-
ded reforms in all spheres of the economy, inc-
luding the railway.

The period of 1969-2003 can be termed 
the period of technical progress and all-round 
development of the Azerbaijan State Railway. 
During these years 14,300 technical innovation 
methods were introduced covering all areas of 
the railway.

It is well known that, in the early 90’s, after 
the collapse of the Soviet Union, the Azerbaija-
ni steel trunk industry fell into recession, as did 

the other spheres of the economy and economic 
relations with neighbouring countries were se-
vered. Both cargo and passenger transportation 
volumes declined, transports to some routes 
were completely stopped, and qualified person-
nel moved away from the railway. As a result, 
the railway infrastructure was completely dest-
royed.

A 240.4 km section was exposed to Arme-
nian aggression, and the approximate bill for 
the damage to carriage facilities was $45,060,000 
USD.

On June 15th, 1993, the National Leader 
Heydar Aliyev returned to power following the 
persistent demands of the people, and he mana-
ged to stem the economic decline.

This was a turning point in the develop-
ment of the railways and began the country’s 
steel trunk revival period.  
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“The railway sector has deep roots and great tradi-
tions in Azerbaijan. In the past, there was one such 
tradition where people always wound their watches 
according to the station clock, because, the railway 
clock worked very precisely. The railway requi-
res great discipline and the railway workers have 
always been very disciplined.”
(National Leader Heydar Aliyev’s speech at the me-
eting with the railway workers in Keshla station on 
December 6th, 1998)

Azerbaijan gained state independence for 
the second time in a single century and is now 
in a new stage of development. As in various 
other spheres, large-scale projects are being 
implemented in the transport sector, and our 
integration into the international community 
is being accelerated. The country’s steel trunk, 
one of the main branches of the country’s 
transport system is at a fast-growing stage. 
This great work, of course, was achieved due 
to the great statesman, National Leader Hey-
dar Aliyev’s personal assistance and his con-
stant attention to the railway.

In the decade of the 90’s our National 
Leader Heydar Aliyev took the correct view 
of the tense situation in the railway industry, 
one of the main branches of the economy. On 
July 18-19, 1996, a meeting of the Cabinet of 
Ministers was held under the chairmanship of 
Heydar Aliyev and the railway’s negative at-
tributes were sharply criticised by the head of 
the country and gave top priority to its swift 
rehabilitation. Stern measures were adopted to 
alleviate the tense situation.

People working in the railway industry 

are well aware of the National Leader’s efforts 
and constant concern for the railway, and its 
development in the years of the former Soviet 
Union’s rule, as well as in the years after inde-
pendence. Heydar Aliyev was a broadminded 
and highly educated man, possessing a very 
deep and solid intellect. Being the leader dur-
ing the imperial period, he attached great im-
portance to national values and set in motion 
a plan of action for national staff training. As 
a result of the major concern and initiative of 
this great leader, Azerbaijani young people 
were sent to study at different universities in 
the former Soviet Union. Not surprisingly, 
many of those young people received railway 
engineering qualifications, and today most of 
them hold good posts in various fields of trans-
portation. All these were steady steps moving 
forward. As the result of National Leader Hey-
dar Aliyev’s long-lasting struggle, our country 
now stands on a par with the world’s hegem-
onic countries, is a full-fledged member of in-
ternational organisations and is heard on inter-
national platforms. Fortunately, the President 
of the Republic of Azerbaijan H.E. Ilham Ali-
yev successfully continues the political course 
set by the National Leader.

One fact which should be noted is that 
the vast majority of the facilities used in the 
railway sector were put into operation due to 
his initiative and strict control. The innovations 
achieved through the great leader’s considera-
ble efforts are innumerable. The brief chronol-
ogy given below is not the full list of the events 
which took place under the supervision and 
assistance of the National Leader.

THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
AZERBAIJAN RAILWAYS 
DURING HEYDAR ALIYEV’S 
LEADERSHIP
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The period of 1969-1999 can be termed 
the period of technical progress and all-round 
development of the Azerbaijan State Railway. 
During these years 14,300 technical innovation 
methods were introduced which covered all 
areas of the railway.



The Azerbaijan Railways had only 2 loco-
motive depots and one steam-washing station 
up until 1969, but it now has 9 locomotive de-
pots and one steam-washing station.



The Baikal-Amur Mainline (BAM) in far 
Siberia, as well as the Yevlakh-Balaken line, 
popularly known as the Azerbaijani BAM, 
were laid through Heydar Aliyev’s direct as-
sistance during his leadership in the Soviet Un-
ion.



Since 1970, suburban trains have been re-

placed by a new series of ER-2 electric trains, 
which meet high standards.



In 1970, new railway station buildings 
were built in Sumgayit, Sabunchu, Goran, 
Aghstafa, Ali Bayramli, Ujar, Ganja, Tovuz, 
Gazakh, Kurdamir, Alat, and Poylu under the 
personal control of this outstanding leader.



Only a few countries of the former Sovi-
et Union had container maintenance depots, 
while in 1975 in Baku, a modern container 
maintenance depot was built and put into op-
eration.



Major works were undertaken for the 
mass release of passenger-freight trains within 
the road and railway borders of neighbouring 
states in 1970-1985.
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In 1975-1979, major works were carried 
out to centralise railway switching and signals 
in the Baku Electric Power Circuit; which re-
sulted in 33 railway switches being centralised, 
while 5 crossings were automated in 7 sta-
tions and semi-automatic block systems were 
installed in 8 stations along 33 km of railway 
track.



In 1978, through Heydar Aliyev’s assis-
tance, a modern technological freight train ser-
vice and maintenance depot, meeting the latest 
technical standards was built and put into op-
eration in Ganja.



In 1979, the Shirvan roundhouse, which 
allows the technical inspection of 60 locomo-
tives per day, was built.



One of the most important works under-
taken for the economic development of the 
north-western region of Azerbaijan was com-

pleted with the construction of Yevlakh- Bala-
kan railway line. Construction began in 1980 
and was completed in 1985.



In 1981, a refrigerated van depot to meet 
the modern demand was built and put into op-
eration in Alat settlement.



In 1996, the Shirvan locomotive depot 
was built followed by the Julfa and Imishli lo-
comotive depots built in 1997.



On December 28th, 1996, the first passen-
ger train of the Azerbaijan State Railway, com-
muting between Baku and Aghstafa was put 
into the use, which caused great joy for all the 
people.



In 1997, for the first time, train overhaul-
ing started at Baku Locomotive Depot.
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On January 4th, 1998, the Dubandi ter-
minal and oil filling station was opened. The 
President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Heydar 
Aliyev participated in the opening ceremony 
and praised the work done. In his speech at the 
ceremony, the President said: “-I am very plea-
sed to receive all the information given here today, 
that the Azerbaijan State Railway Department has 
eliminated inefficiencies, improved the quality of its 
work and now gets the best economic results. This 
is a very important issue. Because the railway is a 
large part of Azerbaijan’s economy. We have spent 
decades building the railway and have established 
its material-technical base. Unfortunately, since 
1990, the Azerbaijan State Railway has experien-
ced many damages and losses. It is good that theses 
are being prevented and now I see the development 
of the Azerbaijan State Railway “. Additionally, in 
January 1998, the maintenance station for rail-
way carriages started its operation in Dubendi 
station.



In 1998, for the first time in the Azerbai-
jan Railway, the maintenance of electric loco-
motives and electric trains was properly or-
ganised in the Baku Locomotive Depot.



Since May 1997, the Baku-Moscow train 
service had been restored, due to Heydar Ali-
yev’s efforts and his negotiations with the lead-
ers of the neighbouring countries. The National 
Leader said at that time: “-It is very important to 
develop relations with Russia in all areas. Azerba-
ijan-Russia railway relations have great historical 
significance, and these relations have been develo-
ped in a short time. The relations between these two 
countries should be further developed in the fields of 
transport.”



On December 4th, 1997, the new passen-
ger train between Baku and Rostov was put 
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into service. This train, which met the highest 
standards, was maintained by the railway’s 
own resources and put into operation within a 
short period of time. This train was fit out with 
coupees, parlor cars and a dining car for the 
convenience of passengers.

Next, passenger trains and couplings were 
put into operation on the Kiev, Brest, Kharkov, 
Astrakhan, Sverdlovsk, St. Petersburg, Novo-
sibirsk, Voronezh, Lvov, Simferopol, Odessa, 
Saratov, Ufa and Chelyabinsk routes.



On March 4th, 1998, the passenger train 
Baku-Khankendi was put into operation.



The renovation process that began in 
1996 continued and in 1999 an express passen-
ger train was put into commission on the Ba-
ku-Ganja route.



Since 1996, the Azerbaijan Railway par-
ticipated as a transit route for several interna-
tional transport corridors. Among them, the 
TRACECA corridor is considered the most 

significant. This route covers the distance from 
Baku to Boyuk-Kasik station, (on the Georgian 
border), a portion of the Great Silk Road, and 
provides access to third countries. At some 
point, this transport corridor from the ancient 
Silk Road to TRACECA received cross road 
status (in fact, the restoration of transport cor-
ridors had begun in 1994 upon the signing of 
the “Contract of the Century”).

 On September 7-9, 1998, a 3-day inter-
national conference dedicated to the revival of 
the Great Silk Road was held in Baku on the in-
itiative of the National Leader Heydar Aliyev. 
Representatives of 13 countries and 32 interna-
tional organisations attended this great event. 
The Baku Declaration was drawn up over the 
two-day conference (the Main Multilateral 
Agreement on International Transit Transpor-
tations, as well as five Technical Regulations, 
and also an Agreement on the cooperation in 
the field of railway transportation were among 
the agreements).



In order to cope with the increase in the 
number of passenger trains and to alleviate the 
volume of manual work and customer discon-
tent, ticket sales had been completely comput-
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erised in Baku station by September 1st, 1997. 
In December 1999, the system was upgraded 
and further implemented in Ganja station.



Since 1998, the proper and II volume (lift-
ing) technology for electric locomotive main-
tenance had been applied in practice at Baku 
Locomotive Depot.



Since 1998, III volume maintenance of 
shunting diesel locomotives had begun at Bi-
lajari and Imishli locomotive depots. Between 
1998 and 1999, 3 diesel locomotives were over-
hauled, and 24 diesel locomotives were re-
paired according to running maintenance reg-
ulations and were again deemed suitable for 
operation.



Between 1998 and 1999 and in the first 
quarter of 2000, 17,804 wagons were repaired in 
accordance with depot regulations, and 1,588 
wagons were overhauled, and 35,695 freight 

wagons were repaired according to running 
maintenance regulations.



Due to the high-quality maintenance of 
wagons, in 1996 the staff of the Baku Railway 
Carriage Maintenance Factory were present-
ed the International Star Diamond Award for 
Quality coined in Mexico, and the Internation-
al Transport Award in Madrid, Spain in 1998.



In 1998, employees of Azerdemiryolt-
ikintiservis Production Association began the 
construction of the electric train maintenance 
workshop at Baku Locomotive Depot, and it 
was soon put to use.



Between 1996 and 1997, communication 
and signalling devices were inspected, and a 
12-channel telegraphic communication system 
was installed on the Boyuk Kasik-Aghstafa, Ba-
ku-Ashgabat and the Baku-Kiev lines. In order 
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to strengthen the security on the Garadagh-San-
gachal and Shamkir-Deller lines, they were 
equipped with automated devices. The com-
munication lines in three of the communication 
stations were fully regulated. During the resto-
ration works at Horadiz station, a one-channel 
system for communicating with train dispatch 
along with a train radio and inter-station com-
munication system was established on the Haji-
li-Horadiz line (12 power lines were construct-
ed to sustain these additions).



On April 5th, 1999, the 16 km-long rail-
way line between the main Mingachevir and 
Mingachevir city stations on the western side 
of the road was overhauled.



On February 11th, 1998, a dormitory at 
Keshla railway station (after the overhaul car-
ried out by Azerdemiryoltikintiservis Pro-
duction Association) was allocated to railway 
worker families for accommodation.



On May 7th, 1998, the construction of a 
new school building where 784 pupils would 
study was completed in Gazigumlag village of 
Ujar in honour of President Heydar Aliyev’s 
75th anniversary.



On July 18th, 1999, a new school building 
was built at Shirvan station in honour of the 
30th anniversary of President Heydar Aliyev’s 
political leadership



On October 27th, 1999, additional 20 res-
idential houses built from large containers by 
the Azerdemiryoltikintiservis Production As-
sociation for Internally Displaced People (IDPs) 
were brought to IDP Tent Camp # 5 in the Bila-
suvar region and delivered to the local author-
ities.



In 1999, a new school building which 
could accommodate 645 seats was built at 
Shirvan station.



In 1999, the surgical and internal medi-
cine departments of the Baku Railway Hospi-
tal were overhauled and furnished with mod-
ern facilities. 60 million manats were allocated 
for the hospital at Julfa station, and 10 million 
manats were allocated for the hospital at Na-
khchivan station. Despite the difficulties at the 
time, the construction of a 30-bed hospital was 
completed in Aghstafa station. At the same 
time, the second reserve power lines were laid 
to accommodate the hospitals on the Ganja, 
Aghstafa and Imishli railway networks. On 
November 3rd, 2000, the main building of the 
Baku Railway Hospital was opened after a ma-
jor overhaul.



On May 16th, 2000, Azerbaijan Railways 
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Passenger Transportation Production Associ-
ation expanded their passenger services and 
commissioned a passenger train of new-type 
on the Nakhchivan – Sharur line.



On March 7th, 2002, an express passen-
ger train was put into operation on the Min-
gachevir - Baku line.



On April 7th, 2003, the Baku-Derbent 
(now the Baku-Makhachkala) express passen-
ger train was put into commission.



On March 7th, 2003, 102 tank cars pur-
chased with European Union grants were put 
into the Azerbaijan railway workers service.



Since October 15th, 2001, by operation of 
the TACIS program, the construction of the 503 
km Baku-Boyuk Kasik fibre-optic communica-
tions cable had begun and was able to reach 
completion in a short period of time. 



On December 6th, 1998, the President of 
the Republic of Azerbaijan Heydar Aliyev paid 
a visit to Keshla station in order to see the con-
tainer-houses made for refugees and displaced 
persons living in camp settlements, to exam-
ine the health and consumer service facilities, 
and also to see the classrooms that had been 
constructed. In his speech to the rail workers, 
he said: “-It is known from my biography that my 
father also was a railroader. I grew up in a railway 
worker family, and I spent a lot of time on the ra-
ilways with my father during my childhood. Like 
you, I also know the railway and love it. The railway 
is rooted deeply and holds great tradition in Azer-
baijan. In the past, there was a tradition that people 
would wind their watches according to the station 
clocks… And this was because everyone knew that 
the station clock worked very precisely. The railway 
requires an enormous discipline, and our railway 
workers have clearly always taken this very serious-
ly.”

 

Under the National Leader’s care, a num-
ber of events took place to recognise and ap-
preciate the work of the railroaders. Indeed, 
between years 1970 and 1988, railway-driver 
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Gazanfar Aliyev, steam boiler operator Ganbar 
Balayev and train designer Daniel Bondaryov 
were each conferred the title of “Hero of So-
cialist Labour”; 21 people were awarded the 
“Order of Lenin”; 241 people “The Order of the 
Red Banner of Labour”, 302 people the “Badge 
of Honour”, 27 people “The Order of Friend-
ship of Peoples”, 24 “The Order of the Octo-
ber Revolution”. In total, 843 railroaders were 
awarded Orders, and 380 people were award-
ed the medals. Hundreds of employees of the 
Republic Steel Mainline were awarded the 
“Honoured Railway Worker” badge, the high-
est award of the Ministry of Roads of USSR.



The development and modernization pro-
cess of the transport infrastructure first estab-
lished under the leadership of National Leader 
Heydar Aliyev has entered a new era with cur-
rent President Ilham Aliyev. Today, the head 
of state is actively involved in the implementa-
tion of the North-South and Baku-Tbilisi-Kars 
international and regional projects.

On July 6th, 2010, in order to develop the 
railway transport system to meet the needs 
of the population and economy for rail trans-

port services, to ensure transportation safety, 
to upgrade its infrastructure, to increase the 
competitiveness of transport corridors passing 
through our country and to increase the vol-
ume of transportation and frequency of rail 
staff training, the President of Republic of Azer-
baijan H.E. Ilham Aliyev signed an order to ap-
prove the “State Program on the development 
of railway transport system in 2010-2014”, af-
firming just how important the railway trans-
port system was to the socio-economic life of 
the Republic of Azerbaijan. This is a historical 
document. Indeed, all the elements that would 
provide the rapid development of the railway 
had been examined in the State Program Im-
plementation Plans: the reconstruction of roll-
ing and locomotive stocks, power supplies, an 
overhaul of signal and communication facili-
ties, the transition from direct to alternating 
current, the modernization of technical equip-
ment among other important tasks. A number 
of projects have already commenced accord-
ingly. As a result of the development strate-
gy of the National Leader Heydar Aliyev, the 
Azerbaijan Railway CJSC will take its place 
among the finest rail transport systems of the 
developed nations.
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ELECTRIC 
TRAINS
In our country, the history of urban electric transport dates back to the beginning of the 20th century.

In 1922, the Baku City Council of Deputies began to consider the convenience of a high-
speed urban electric transport system for the capital. In 1923 under the Soviet authorities, the 
construction of the first electric tram line began and on February 8th, 1924, the first tram was put 
into operation.

After the tram had been launched, the Baku proletariat, as well as the Party and Soviet or-
ganisations of Azerbaijan began the reconstruction process on the electrification of the Baku-Sa-
bunchu railway line.

On February 29th, 1924, just 21 days after the first tram was commissioned, the Baku Coun-
cil declared: “In order to provide a network for the city districts and suburban areas, (Absher-
on suburban electric field) the construction of a BAKU-SABUNCHU-MARDAKAN-BUZOVNA 
electric train line shall be considered necessary.”

In March 1925, the reconstruction and electrification of Baku -Sabunchu railway line had 
begun. On July 26th, 1926, the first electric trains were in operation servicing Sabunchu and Sura-
khani, the well-known oil districts of Absheron.
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HOT LINE

Azərbaycan Dəmir Yolları QSC/Azerbaijan Railways CJSC

www.ady.az

+994 12 499 48 95



Nationwide Leader Heydar Aliyev:
“If it were not for Baku oil, the Soviet 

Union’s victory might not have been 
possible”.
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ROLE OF 
THE AZERBAIJANI 
RAILWAY WORKERS 
IN THE VICTORY 
OVER FASCISM 
IN WORLD 
WAR II
From the very first days of the war, the Azerbaijan railway workers re-directed their focus to providing for 
the demands of the front, thus ensuring rapid victory. It would be appropriate then to offer a brief excursion 
into the history of the rail workers and the war effort.

It is a well known historical fact that 
Baku was the major player in providing the 
front lines with fuel during World War II. In 
Azerbaijan, some might say that it was those 
working in support from the back where the 
greatest heroism was seen. The Steel Trunk 
mobilised their entire workforce to provide the 
timely delivery of transportation to the front 
line at high speed, all the while maintaining 
the safety of the trains.

To ensure the victory at the front, it was 
necessary to have a strong rear line in support. 
From 1941 to 1945, 75 million tonnes of oil was 
transported from Baku to the front lines. 75-90 
percent of the demand for gasoline and lubri-
cants was provided by Baku oil. The National 
Leader Heydar Aliyev rightly said: “-If it were 
not for Baku oil, the Soviet Union’s victory 
might not have been possible.”

It was the country’s railway workers who 
had successfully solved the issue of fuel sup-
ply to the front. They were able to efficiently 
provide fuel for heavily armoured fighting 
vehicles’ advances toward the enemy while 

maintaining sufficient supply for local Baku oil 
workers. This was an enormous feat, and fail-
ing to bestow the title of “Hero City” to Baku 
can be seen as one of the biggest injustices to 
come from the leadership of the former Soviet 
Union at that time.

In the early days of the war, when 
everything was mobilised for the front, on June 
23rd, 1941, the order was given to command 
all trains according to the military schedule. 
Preparatory work had to be completed within 
a day because any loss of time could have re-
sulted in dire consequences in the war effort. 
Experts of Azerbaijani party organisations, 
political divisions and the railway department 
assembled at major railway stations in order to 
facilitate the implementation of the new sched-
ule. First of all, the schedule of trains which 
were to be loaded with soldiers and military 
equipment were defined. Since the early days 
of the war, passenger transportation was re-
stricted. The profile of the passenger trains was 
changed, and sanitary fixtures were installed. 
The involvement of the railway workers was 
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significant from the first day. One fact should 
also be noted that, only in June, the number 
of trains sent from Azerbaijan to outside the 
boundaries of South Caucasus increased by 10 
percent.

Railway personnel played a very impor-
tant role in the reconstruction of the railway 
during wartime. However, it did not come 
easily. The major difficulty was the shortage of 
railway personnel because, on one hand, there 
was a requirement for railway workers to assist 
on the front lines with their expertise, and on 
the other hand they were also needed in great 
numbers to support the war effort from the 
rear. This situation had the potential to create a 
shortage of personnel all throughout. Thus, in 

order to overcome these temporary difficulties, 
even women and children were employed in 
the transport sector. The newly employed rail-
way workers’ would attend short-term courses 
and individual training sessions so as to mini-
mise the effect of qualified personnel shortag-
es to a certain extent. Professional railroaders 
would teach young people about their produc-
tion experience and gave them opportunities 
to assist at the front. One of these railroaders 
was Firudin Aghayev, who was an experienced 
trainer-driver, and he was awarded the title of 
the “Hero of Socialist Labour” for his great ef-
forts in the training of young locomotive driv-
ers.  This was the first time such a medal had 
been awarded in Azerbaijan.
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“EACH TRAIN DELIVERED 
ON TIME IS ANOTHER 
BLOW TO THE ENEMY”
Some statistics which highlight the railway workers’ endeavours during World War II:

*  Massive military transportation was launched on the South Caucasian railway from 
June 23rd, 1941. On June 23-30, a total of 152 echelons were loaded into 6849 rail cars and 
transported.

*  201 echelons and 112 vehicles were loaded (in total, 16442 carriages) and sent to the 
front in July, 1941.

*   The volume of passenger transportation was restricted and passenger carriages 
were renovated for use as sanitary rail cars. Profile and terms of passenger transportation 
drastically changed.

*  Railway physician-sanitary services strengthened prevention of infectious diseases 
and sanitary control. 

*  On October of 1941, the loading plan on the Ganja segment was surpassed by 304.6 
percent and by 152 percent on Alat segment.  

*  In order to create a strict policy on railway transport, the Presidium of the Supreme 
Soviet of the USSR declared Military Emergency on the railway by Order dated April 15th, 
1943.

*  1560 tank cars in July of 1941, and 2325 tank cars in August of 1941 were sent to the 
front for replenishing fuel stocks. Overall, in 1941, 303716 tank cars were sent to the front 
line.

*  During World War II, an armoured train and other armaments were produced at 
Baku Railway Carriage Maintenance Plant. 

Bravery, courage and valour of our hero people in the Great Patriotic War should 
be duly recognised. Nowadays it is even more important for Azerbaijani people - we are 
still living in a state of war, and some of our lands are under the occupation of the enemy. 
The first thing for facilitating the liberation of Garabagh, one of the picturesque nooks of 
Azerbaijan, is to promote a spirit of patriotism among the youth. These days, more than 400 
veterans who once worked in various fields of the railway are now in their senior years.

Every year, on the eve of the Victory Day, the management of Azerbaijan Railways 
meet with war veterans to show appreciation for the sacrifices they made, something we all 
should be grateful for.

On June 22nd, 2009, the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan H.E. Ilham Aliyev 
issued a Decree “On the preparation of the 65th anniversary of victory over fascism during 
the Great Patriotic War 1941-1945 and approval of the National Program for celebrating this 
anniversary”. 

The materials reflecting the courage of the railway workers during the war were pub-
lished in leading media outlets of Azerbaijan, as well as posters depicting the sacrifice of 
railway workers during World War II were commissioned. An archive of material depic-
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ting the activities of the Azerbaijani railway workers behind the front was presented in the 
media, and railway veterans’ thoughts and memoirs about the war were shown on local 
television stations. 

During the Soviet period, the workers of our steel highways demonstrated the great 
anger participating in the meeting and expressed their readiness to fight to the very last mo-
ment for the sake of our independence (the period during the Soviet Union is intended) and 
freedom for our country. They had sworn to deliver transportation on time, to run trains at 
high speed and to work hard to meet the requirements of wartime expectations. The hearts 
of all transport workers, particularly the railway workers, like everyone, were beating with 
a deep sense of patriotism.

Thus, the Azerbaijani railwaymen were able to fulfil their duties and provided the 
front line with oil and oil products, military weapons and equipment, as well as clothes and 
food in World War II. During the war, railway workers chose the following motto for their 
activities: “Each train delivered on time is another blow to the enemy”.
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INTERNATIONAL 
NORTH-SOUTH 
TRANSPORT CORRIDOR
Azerbaijan, being located in a strategically impor-
tant geographical position - on the crossing of two 
major international transport corridors from North 
to South and from East to West, has acquired the 
unique role of a gateway over the course of time.

Hard work was underway for the imp-
lementation of the International North-South 
Transport Corridor (INCTC). The National 
Leader Heydar Aliyev had agreed that the Re-
public of Azerbaijan was to join the Internati-
onal North-South Transport Corridor. Just af-
ter his consent, a number of important works 
were carried out toward meeting this objective. 
During that time, issues were thoroughly dis-
cussed in numerous meetings between the Mi-
nistry of Transport of the Republic of Azerbai-
jan and the heads of the ministries of transport 
of Russia and the Islamic Republic of Iran, as 
well as their related organisations.

An agreement on the International North-
South Transport Corridor was signed between 
the Russian Federation, the Islamic Republic 
of Iran and India on September 12th, 2000, in 
St. Petersburg. The Agreement came into for-
ce on May 21st, 2002. The agreement covers all 
types of transport: transport infrastructure and 
transport means that provide transportation 
by rail, sea, road, river and air, with the excep-
tion of India, since its participation in transpor-
tation was limited to that of maritime routes. 

Forecasts indicate that when functioning 
at full capacity, the International North-South 
Transport Corridor will provide access for 
Europe, Russia, Central Asia, and Caucasus to 
the Persian Gulf and India, and that it will lead 
to an intensification of trade relations betwe-
en Caspian littoral states who had established 

ports on the Black Sea. This corridor would 
increase railway transportation among Europe 
- South Asia - Middle East, all the while incre-
asing railway income from both local and tran-
sit cargo carriages.

On May 19-21, 2004, a trilateral meeting 
of the heads of railways of Russia, Azerbaijan 
and Iran was held in Moscow where they dis-
cussed the establishment of an international 
consortium, attracting the flow of transit cargo 
to railways of the three countries, joint design 
and survey works, coordination of joint activi-
ties, as well as examining common issues. 

A number of preparatory works were 
planned at the event held on July 24-27, 2005, 
in Tehran, the capital of Iran. The constructi-
on and future operation of the International 
North-South Transport Corridor, methods of 
creating and funding the International Consor-
tium, the share of each member in construction 
and ways for obtaining a return on the invest-
ment funds were some of the more important 
issues discussed at the event.

During another trilateral meeting held 
on February 9th, 2005, in Baku, matters such 
as design, construction and future operation of 
the Qazvin-Rasht railway line by Russia, Azer-
baijan and Iran, as well as the establishment 
of a joint-stock company (JSC) in connection 
with the design of the Astara (Azerbaijan) - 
Astara (Iran) railway section and alignment of 
the Charter of the Joint Stock Company were 
discussed and decisions were made. Some of 
these works have been underway since 2001. 
As a result of the work completed, Milli Majlis 
(The National Assembly) approved the draft 
law “On the accession of Azerbaijan to the 
Agreement on the International North-South 
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Transport Corridor” and head of state Ilham 
Aliyev signed this law on September 10th, 
2005. 

It should be mentioned that the railway 
directors of the States through which the cor-
ridor would pass expressed their support for 
the acceleration of the process. The importan-
ce of the International North-South Transport 
Corridor for the economic development of the 
region and resolution of development issues 
were also discussed at a meeting of the leaders 
of Azerbaijan and North Caucasian Railways 
in Yalama-Samur crossing point. During this 
meeting the participants also discussed issues 
on restoring the day-night passing regime at 
the crossing point, setting up a joint committee 
for facilitating and conducting control proce-
dures in the relevant stations of the section, as 

well as arranging the appropriate activities to 
accelerate commercial, technical, customs and 
boundary checking procedures.

In connection with the construction of the 
corridor, Azerbaijan would carry out the cons-
truction of 8.4 km of railroads and 4 stations 
lines each of 1050 meters (a land plot had al-
ready been allocated for construction). In the 
first stage, 2 railroads would be used of the 4, 
and additional measures would be taken in fu-
ture as the volume of transportation increased. 

Within the framework of the imple-
mentation of the International North-South 
Transport Corridor, the construction of Asta-
ra (Azerbaijan) and Astara (Iran) railway line 
for connecting Azerbaijan rail to the railway 
network of Iran was planned. The Frontier Ra-
ilway agreement had been signed between the 
Republic of Azerbaijan and the Islamic Repub-
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lic of Iran which whereby the Iranian side were 
to design and construct a 101 metre railway 
bridge over the Astara River and it had to be 
coordinated with the Azerbaijani side. The 
parties were expected to provide a 50 percent 
equity share. The Iranian side had to carry out 
the construction of the railway from the brid-
ge to Astara (Iran). At the same time, meetings 
were also held by railway specialists at Astara 
(Azerbaijan) - Astara (Iran) sites on various oc-
casions, where they sought to resolve issues in 
order to accelerate opening of the transportati-
on corridor, as well as implementing relevant 
joint design and survey works, each time conc-
luded with signing a mutual memorandum.

Issues of the implementation of the Inter-
national North-South Transport Corridor have 
been the subject of discussion in the tripartite 
meetings held on a regular basis. On Septem-

ber 27th, 2005, the meeting of the representati-
ves of the railways of Azerbaijan, Iran and Rus-
sia on the construction of a new railway line 
Qazvin-Rasht-Astara (Iran)-Astara (Azerbai-
jan) was held in Moscow. During the meeting, 
issues connected with the implementation pro-
cess for the preparation of a draft agreement 
on the construction and operation of the new 
railway line Qazvin - Rasht - Astara (Iran) - As-
tara (Azerbaijan) and the scheduled plans for 
the completion of the project were discussed. 

Significant steps have been recently taken 
towards the implementation of the Internatio-
nal North-South Transport Corridor. The acce-
leration of work on a segment of this corridor 
passing through our country is at the demands 
of time. To this end, on December 7th, 2015, the 
President of the Republic of Azerbaijan H.E. Il-
ham Aliyev signed a decree “On the accelerati-
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on of work on the segment of the International 
North-South Transport Corridor passing th-
rough the territory of the Republic of Azerba-
ijan”. All relevant forces have been mobilised 
for the resolution of any issues arising out of 
this Decree.

On August 3-4, 2015, the chairman of the 
Azerbaijan Railways CJSC Javid Gurbanov vi-
sited the Islamic Republic of Iran with a dele-
gation led by the Shahin Mustafayev, the Mi-
nister of Economy and Industry and co-chair-
man of the State Commission for Cooperation 
on economic, trade and humanitarian spheres 
between the Republic of Azerbaijan and the 
Islamic Republic of Iran. During the visit, the 
delegation held meetings with the President of 
the Islamic Republic of Iran’s Hassan Rouhani 
and the directors of relevant agencies.

The chairman of the Azerbaijan Railways 
CJSC Javid Gurbanov held bilateral meetings 
with the Minister of Roads and Urban Deve-
lopment of Iran Abbas Akhmed Akhundi and 
Deputy Minister - Director General of the De-
partment of Railways of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran Mohsin Purseid Aghai and was acqu-
ainted with the management of traffic in the 
control centre. The importance of this project 
for both countries was highlighted throughout 
the meetings, and it was decided to establish 
a working group on the International North-
South Transport Corridor project.  

On October 9-10, 2015, a bilateral meeting 
of the members of the State Commission for Co-
operation on economic, trade and humanitari-
an spheres between the Republic of Azerbaijan 
and the Islamic Republic of Iran was held in 
Astara. During the meeting, the discussions on 
the progress of the International North-South 
Transport Corridor and the infrastructure to be 
implemented were held, and the Astara (Azer-
baijan) - Astara (Iran) segment of the corridor 
was reviewed. Within the framework of the 
State Commission for Cooperation on econo-
mic, trade and humanitarian spheres between 
the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Islamic Re-
public of Iran a protocol on the International 
North-South Transport Corridor was signed 

at the end of this meeting. The protocol was 
signed by the chairman of the Azerbaijan Ra-
ilways CJSC Javid Gurbanov and by Director 
General of the Department of Railways of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran Mohsin Purseid Ag-
hai. 

On November 2nd, 2015, a meeting was 
held between the chairman of the Azerbaijan 
Railways CJSC Javid Gurbanov and a member 
of the Department of Railways of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran Abbas Haj Fathaliha. During 
this meeting, the chairman of the Azerbaijan 
Railways CJSC Javid Gurbanov spoke about 
the projects being implemented in the Azer-
baijani railway and gave detailed information 
of their current tasks. The sides discussed any 
issues they had surrounding the International 
North-South Transport Corridor. It was noted 
that in the first stage the construction of the 
101 metre railway bridge over the Astara River 
would be implemented by both countries, and 
Iran would carry out the construction of a 1.7 
km section of railroad on the Iranian segment 
of Astara (Azerbaijan) - Astara (Iran) railway 
line and cargo terminal, while the Azerbaijani 
side would undertake construction of 8.3km of 
railroad on their segment of the railway line. 

On December 21st, 2015, a meeting of the 
working group of Azerbaijan and the Depart-
ment of Railways of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran on the construction of Astara (Azerbaijan) 
- Astara (Iran) Railway Bridge over the Asta-
ra River within the International North-South 
Transport Corridor was held in the Iranian ca-
pital city of Tehran. 

On January 12th, 2016, an International 
forum-dialogue “International North-South 
Transport Corridor: new trends, develop-
ments and prospects” was held in Baku. The 
chairman of the Azerbaijan Railways CJSC 
Javid Qurbanov, Director General of the De-
partment of Railways of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran Mohsin Purseid Aghai, Iran’s Deputy 
Minister of Transport and Urban Development 
Mohammad Seyidnejat, chairman of the Geor-
gian Railway JSC Mamuka Bakhtadze and ac-
ting chairman of Board of Directors of Ukraine 
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Railway JSC Aleksandr Zavqorodni attended 
the event. Speaking at the forum, the chairman 
of the Azerbaijan Railways CJSC Javid Qur-
banov pointed out that due to the position of 
Azerbaijan at the junction of Europe and Asia, 
transport agencies of the country are actively 
participating in the activities of East-West and 
North-South international transport corridors.

On February 8th, 2016, a meeting dedica-
ted to the development of cooperation between 
the Russian Railways OJSC of the Russian Fe-
deration and the Azerbaijan Railways CJSC on 
matters pertaining to rail networks was held in 
Moscow. The meeting took place as part of an 
agreement reached between the chairman of 
the Azerbaijan Railways CJSC Javid Qurbanov 
and the head of the Russian Railways OJSC 
Oleg Belozarov. The parties discussed cargo 
transportation via a route between the Russian 
Federation and the Republic of Azerbaijan, the 
transit potential of Azerbaijan, as well as the 
North-South International Transport Corridor 
project, and it attracted other interested count-
ries to the project. The members of the delega-
tion of the Russian Railways OJSC, RR Logis-
tic JSC, the Azerbaijan Railways CJSC and AR 
Express LTD expressed their interest in the co-
operation in the fields of transportation, freight 

forwarding services, as well as cargo handling 
and storage. After the discussions, the parties 
came to an agreement on setting competitive 
tariffs for cargo transportation.

On February 23rd, 2016, a number of do-
cuments were signed during the official visit 
of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan 
Ilham Aliyev to the Islamic Republic of Iran. A 
contract “On the construction of a railway brid-
ge over the Astara River on the border of Azer-
baijan and Iran between the Azerbaijan Ra-
ilways JSC and the Iran Railways of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran” was signed by the chairman 
of the Azerbaijan Railways CJSC Javid Qurba-
nov and by the Deputy Minister of Roads and 
Urban Development of Iran - Director General 
of the Railways Mohsin Purseid Aghai. 

On March 3rd, 2016, a bilateral meeting 
was held between the chairman of the Azer-
baijan Railways CJSC Javid Gurbanov and a 
member of the Department of Railways of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran Abbas HajFathaliha in 
the Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic. Issues 
pertaining to the resolution of organisational 
works for the commissioning of the internati-
onal passenger train on the Nakhchivan-Jul-
fa-Tabriz-Tehran-Mashhad route, joint use of 
the Azerbaijani railway freight cars by the Ira-
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nian Railway Department, and an investigati-
on in the financial sources for the construction 
of the Rasht-Astara railway were discussed 
during the meeting. 

On April 20th, 2016, the groundbreaking 
ceremony of a railway with a length of 82.5 
metres over the Astara River on the border 
between the Republic of Azerbaijan and the 
Islamic Republic of Iran was held. It is impor-
tant to note that this magnificent achievement 
was one which fell under the Intergovernmen-
tal framework agreement on the coordination 
of the railways of Azerbaijan and Iran, and the 
contract on the construction of the railway brid-
ge over the Astara River on the Azerbaijani-Ira-
nian border signed by the President of the Re-
public of Azerbaijan during his recent visit to 
Iran. The Minister of Economy and Industry of 
the Republic of Azerbaijan, co-chairman of the 
State Commission for Cooperation on econo-
mic, trade and humanitarian spheres between 
the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Islamic Re-
public of Iran Shahin Mustafayev, the chairman 

of Azerbaijan Railways CJSC Javid Gurbanov, 
the Minister of Communications and Informa-
tion Technologies of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran Mahmoud Vaezi and Director General of 
the Department of Railways of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran Mohsin Purseid Aghai. 

Significant steps have been recently taken 
towards the implementation of the Internatio-
nal North-South Transport Corridor. The acce-
leration of work on a segment of this corridor 
passing through our country is at the demands 
of time. To this end, on December 7th, 2015, the 
President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham 
Aliyev signed a decree “On the acceleration 
of work on the segment of the International 
North-South Transport Corridor passing th-
rough the territory of the Republic of Azerba-
ijan”. All relative forces have been mobilised 
for the resolution of any issues arising out of 
this Decree.

In accordance with this decree, on April 
20th, 2016, the foundation of the railroad brid-
ge with the length of 82.5 meters over the As-
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tara River on the border between the Republic 
of Azerbaijan and the Islamic Republic of Iran 
was laid, as well as the construction of a new, 
8.3 km single-track railway from Astara stati-
on to the state border of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran was launched. Within a short time, 32 
bases (each at a depth of 30 metres) were laid 
in the aperture of a railway bridge to be built 
over the Astara River, and 4 piles of 3 apertures 
of a railway bridge were built. Currently, the 
construction of 2 piles is underway. 

The development of the land for the cons-
truction of a new single-track railway with the 
length of 8.3 km from Astara station to the state 
border of the Islamic Republic of Iran is nearing 
completion. About 100 machineries were brou-
ght to areas of complex topography. To date, 
380,000 cubic meters of sand, rock stone, gravel 
and recycled concrete products have been laid. 
Also, 13 drainage facilities will be installed in 
the area for wastewater discharge, 11 of which 
are ready. At the same time, the relocation of 
electrical and gas lines in the area is nearing 
completion. Ultimately, 315 objects in total will 
be moved from the area, and 10 of which are 
residences. More than 97 facilities, including 9 
houses have been relocated so far. The docu-
mentation for the remainder is underway.

In accordance with the decree, the upg-
rading of the tracks at Astara station is also on 
the agenda. Two kilometres of railway tracks 
of the internal section of Astara station has al-
ready been overhauled. Both the bridge and 
the railway line are expected to be completed 
by the end of 2016.

It should be noted that, an agreement on 
the North-South International Transport Cor-
ridor was signed by Russia, Iran and India in 
St. Petersburg on September 12th, 2000. After 
passing through the internal procedures of the-
se aforementioned countries, that agreement 
came into force on May 21st, 2002. Azerbaijan 
joined the agreement on the North-South In-
ternational Transport Corridor by the Law of 
the Republic of Azerbaijan in September 2005.

Forecasts show that if the North-South 
International Transport Corridor operates at 

full capacity, this will allow Russia, Europe, 
Central Asian and Caucasus countries access 
to the Persian Gulf and India, and contribute to 
an intensification of trade relations of the Cas-
pian littoral states with the ports on the Black 
Sea.
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Due to its favourable geographical lo-
cation, Azerbaijan takes an active part in the 
implementation of international and regional 
projects. After the large transport corridors like 
TRACECA and North-South, a third major pro-
ject has been on the agenda for several years: 
the Baku-Tbilisi-Kars. By combining this new 
railway link project into the existing network, 
Azerbaijan took another step forward in its 
considerations for the future. Let us not forget 
that in addition to its ability to provide econo-
mic support, the Baku-Tbilisi-Kars railway is 
a very important factor for confirming Azer-
baijan’s influence in a region that is currently 
transforming into a continental transit centre.

The implementation of the Baku-Tbili-
si-Kars railway project being one of the impor-
tant international projects for Azerbaijan, is in 
the spotlight of the government and railway 
executives of Azerbaijan, Georgia and Turkey. 
This will open up great opportunities in es-
tablishing strong transport links  between the 
three countries, as well as those surrounding 
them, who are interested in using the services 
of the transport corridor.

 “- This railroad connects Asia with Europe and the 
construction of the railroad will contribute to the 
national interests of Azerbaijan from all aspects”.

(The President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham 
Aliyev)

Negotiations on the new Baku-Tbili-
si-Kars railway link project began as early as 
July 26-29, 1993 in Ankara, at a meeting of Joint 
Transportation Commissions between Turkey 
and Georgia. 

According to a protocol on the imple-
mentation of the project signed at the meeting 

of the ministers of transport of Turkey and 
Georgia held on July 20-21, 2002 in Istanbul, it 
was suggested that preparatory works for the 
project would commence. The President of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev, during 
his official visit to Georgia on June 14th, 2004, 
expressed his support for the project of const-
ruction of the railway from Georgia to Turkey 
and readiness of Azerbaijan to take part in this 
project during a joint press conference with 
Georgian President Mikhail Saakashvili.

Since then, negotiations on the direction 
of the project have been further intensified as 
a result of a number of meetings regarding the 
implementation of the railway link.

At the meeting held on August 2-5, 2004 
in Ankara dedicated to the development of 
transport links between Azerbaijan and Tur-
key and negotiations on the Baku-Tbilisi-Kars 
railway, firstly, the parties agreed on the pre-
paration of the project on conducting and alig-
ning the engineering works.

The Azerbaijani, Turkish and Georgian 
parties signed a joint statement on the project’s 

THE BAKU-TBILISI-KARS 
RAILWAY 
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importance and how it provided a regional im-
pact at the Conference of Ministers of Transport 
held on November 14th, 2004, in Baku, on the 
initiative of the European Commission.

In the next meeting held on December 
28th, 2004 in relation to the project parties ag-
reed to establish a joint working group.

Here we should point out that on May 
25th, 2005 an important document was signed 
at the opening ceremony of the Azerbaijan se-
ction of the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan (BTC) main 
export oil pipeline named after Heydar Aliyev. 
The President of the Republic of Azerbaijan 

H.E. Ilham Aliyev, the President of the Repub-
lic of Georgia Mikhail Saakashvili and the Pre-
sident of the Republic of Turkey Ahmet Necdet 
Sezer signed a Declaration on the Baku-Tbili-
si-Kars railway project for Azerbaijan, Georgia 
and Turkey respectively. This Declaration, in 
fact, was a demonstration from the leaders of 
all three countries: to show just how critically 
important the Kars-Akhalkalaki-Tbilisi-Baku 
project was to them.

Another meeting was held on July 21st, 
2005.  Here it was declared that the “Yuksel 
Domanich” company won the Republic of Tur-
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key’s tender for the provision of marketing ma-
terial and the preparation of a feasibility study 
for the project. It was decided that the enginee-
ring and design work would be completed by the 
end of the same year, and that the feasibility study 
would carry on until the middle of 2006.

The relevant discussions on the imple-
mentation of this important project were made 
during tripartite meetings of the working 
groups of railways and transport ministers of 
Turkey, Georgia and Azerbaijan held on Sep-
tember 19-20, 2005 in Ankara. A draft agree-
ment on a new Baku-Tbilisi-Kars railway link 
route prepared by Azerbaijani side was pre-
sented to its Turkish and Georgian counter-
parts, and an agreement on establishing a Co-
ordinating Board was reached at this meeting. 

The ongoing meetings of the working 
groups were held in Tbilisi, December 5-7th, 
2005, and on May 4-5, 2006 in Ankara.

On July 13th, 2006, the fifth session of the 

working groups led by deputy ministers of 
transport was held in Tbilisi.

On December 25th, 2006, the Prime Mi-
nister of Georgia Zurab Nogaideli paid an 
official visit to Baku. On the same day, a one-
on-one meeting was held between the Prime 
Ministers of two countries. The Prime Minister 
of the Republic of Azerbaijan Arthur Rasi-zade 
in an interview with journalists confirmed that 
based on the results of the negotiations, the 
blueprints for Baku-Tbilisi-Kars (BTK) railway 
project would be completed in January of the 
next year (2007) and the appropriate contract 
would be signed. Construction and restoration 
works were expected to begin in May, 2007.

The latest version of the Baku-Tbili-
si-Kars (BTK) railway link project was discus-
sed by ministers of transport of states-parties 
on January 12th, 2007, in Tbilisi. As a result of 
the negotiations, the ministers signed two do-
cuments. 
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The President of the Republic of Azerbai-
jan H.E. Ilham Aliyev demonstrated his strong 
position concerning the implementation of the 
Baku-Tbilisi-Kars railway link, as well as in re-
lation to other important issues.

The Head of State once again returned to 
the issue at the meeting of the Cabinet of Mi-
nisters on the results of the first quarter, held 
on May 8th, 2006: “-Already the second quarter 
has started, and I’m sure the results will be good. 
In general, it appears that 2006 will be the most 
successful year for Azerbaijan. This year, the Baku-
Tbilisi-Ceyhan and Baku-Tbilisi-Erzurum oil and 
gas pipelines will be put into commission.  I am 
sure that this year we will begin construction of 
the Baku-Tbilisi-Kar railway. Detailed discussions 
were held with the Prime Minister of the Republic 
of Turkey when participating in the OEC summit 
surrounding this issue. The Azerbaijani side once 
again indicated that we are more than ready to 
commit to our financial obligations for the project, 
and it seems we can see outlines of the future 
consortium. This railroad is very important for 
us. This railroad connects Asia with Europe and 

construction of the road will contribute fully to the 
national interests of Azerbaijan from all aspects”.

The logical conclusion of negotiations on 
the project was the signing of the agreement 
about the Baku-Tbilisi-Kars railway constructi-
on start-date, which occurred during the work 
visit of the President of the Republic of Azerba-
ijan Ilham Aliyev to Georgia on February 7th, 
2007. On that same day, the meeting between 
the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Il-
ham Aliyev and the President of Georgia Mik-
hail Saakashvili was held in Tbilisi. During the 
meeting, the successful development of relati-
ons, as well as cooperation between Azerbaijan 
and Georgia in the economic sphere was stres-
sed. Presidents emphasised the importance of 
the Baku-Tbilisi-Kars railway project in terms 
of both bilateral and regional relations. 

On February 7th, 2007, a trilateral me-
eting was held between the President of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev, the Pre-
sident of Georgia Mikhail Saakashvili and the 
Prime Minister of the Republic of Turkey Re-
cep Tayyip Erdogan in the Georgian House of 
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Parliament. The President of Georgia Mikhail 
Saakashvili stressed the importance of this me-
eting for the Baku-Tbilisi-Kars railway project 
and stated that the project would contribute to 
the development of regional cooperation.

The President Ilham Aliyev, speaking of 
the necessity of the Baku-Tbilisi-Kars railway 
project, pointed out that the project would uni-
te us more closely and would further strengt-

hen regional cooperation. The project would 
also bring stability to the region and in parti-
cular would meet the economic interests of our 
countries and people. Speaking of the impor-
tance of Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan oil pipeline and 
Baku-Tbilisi-Erzurum gas pipeline, the Head 
of our State noted that the commissioning of 
the Baku-Tbilisi-Erzurum gas pipeline would 
further strengthen our relations. President Il-
ham Aliyev stressed that Azerbaijan would 
increase production and export oil and gas in 
2007. The Prime Minister of Turkey Recep Tay-
yip Erdogan referred to the Baku-Tbilisi-Kars 
railway project as the “Iron Silk Road”. He no-
ted that these three major projects, including 
the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan oil pipeline and Ba-
ku-Tbilisi-Erzurum gas pipeline, would make 
a significant contribution to the stability and 
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economic development in the region 
and stressed their importance for the 
prosperity of our people. The Prime 
Minister said that the railway proje-
ct, in linking Asia and Europe, is an 
example of exemplary regional coo-
peration.

On the same day (February 7th, 
2007), the signing ceremony at the 
Azerbaijan-Georgia-Turkey trilateral 
summit on regional cooperation was 
held Georgian House of Parliament. 
The President of Georgia Mikhail Sa-
akashvili, then the Prime Minister of 
Turkey Recep Tayyip Erdogan fol-
lowed by the President of Azerbaijan 
Ilham Aliyev made statements in suc-
cession.
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From the statement of the President 
of the Republic of Georgia, Mikhail 
Saakashvili:

“- We know that other important projects are planned in our region 
as well, there are also new projects that are planned for the future. 
However, among these projects, this project is most important for 

further improvement of the lives of ordinary people, citizens and our nations. This project has a dual politi-
cal meaning for us and, in general, it will provide a basis for forming of the completely new situation from 
a strategic point of view, and will contribute to the further rapprochement of our three countries together 
in the region. We can already talk about the beginning of a new era. This can be attributed to the the Silk 
Road restoration project. This means that the project will bring benefits to our own country, but will also be 
beneficial for our partners. This project is the key to the success of our moving forward. All three countries 
will do their best and will continue freight transportations.”

From the statement of the Prime 
Minister of the Republic of Turkey 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan:

“- We are excited about the participation of the President of Azer-
baijan Mr Ilham Aliyev in this ceremony. Because, along with be-
ing together today, we are sending a very important message to the 

world of how to go about regional cooperation – we together are demonstrating an example of that. We 
are completing the third step in our regional cooperation. The first step, as you know, was the Baku-Tbi-
lisi-Ceyhan oil pipeline. The second was the Baku-Tbilisi-Erzurum gas pipeline or “Shah Deniz” project. 
And now, we are completing the third step. This is the Baku-Tbilisi-Kars railway project, the evolution 
of the historical Silk Road to the railroad. Certainly, there are various projects coming after this one and 
our unity will not be limited to just that of regional cooperation. Let it be known that each station of this 
railway is a station of peace and a station of friendship and one of harmony, and it will send a message to 
the world. Circumstances of the past in Caucasus are known to everyone. But now, Caucasus is sending a 
completely different message about regional cooperation, and it demonstrates its establishment as the centre 
of solidarity.”

From the statement of the President 
of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham 
Aliyev:

“ - Of course, there were many important factors in the implemen-
tation of these projects – the input from professionals, financial ins-
titutions who have supported us and the investment activities of 

foreign companies that have worked together with us. But before all that, it was the will and determination 
of three countries. The documents to be signed today in relation to the construction of the Baku-Tbili-
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si-Kars railway are the logical result of the comp-
leted works. If you pay attention to the names of 
these major projects, you can see that they have a 
similarity: Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan, Baku-Tbilisi-Er-
zurum and Baku-Tbilisi-Kars. In other words: Baku 
with Tbilisi and three cities of Turkey. This shows 
that the cooperation between the three countries is 
yielding results. It indicates the success of our stra-
tegic direction and our policy. This is the sign of our 
policy’s triumph. In particular, the triumph of inde-
pendence of the newly independent states: Georgia 
and Azerbaijan. We have proved that we can live as 
an independent state and we can solve together the 
issues that we are faced with.”

The President of the Republic of Azer-
baijan Ilham Aliyev, the President of Georgia 
Mikhail Saakashvili and Prime Minister of Tur-
key Recep Tayyip Erdogan signed the “Tbilisi 
Declaration on the Review of regional coopera-
tion” that very same day.
The President of the Republic of Azerbaijan 
Ilham Aliyev signed the Decree on measures 
for implementing the new Baku-Tbilisi-Kars 
railway project on February 21st, 2007. The 
Decree states: “-As a result of the successful so-
cio-economic development of the Republic of Azer-
baijan, high growth rates have been achieved in the 
economic development of the country, the economic 
power of the state has been enhanced, and activi-
ties in this area to continue accordingly. The func-
tioning of the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan main export oil 
pipeline and the commissioning of the South Cauca-
sus Baku-Tbilisi-Erzurum Pipeline, which are the 
historical fruits of the oil strategy of Heydar Aliyev, 
has resulted in the exportation of Azerbaijan’s oil 
and gas to the world market, and it has helped to 
further enhance our effective participation within 
the framework of the European Neighbourhood Po-
licy, as well as providing a strengthening of state 
independence and sovereignty. Successfully imple-
menting these global projects in such a short time 
has resulted in our gaining a leading position in the 
region, as well as increasing our significance in the 
political and economic stages of the world. 

At the same time, due to the geopolitical position 
and location of Azerbaijan at the crossroads of tra-
de routes connecting different areas of the world, 
our country was one of the main participants of 
TRACECA programme aimed at establishing the 
Europe-Caucasus-Asia transport corridor as part of 
the Great Silk Road restoration project. As a result 
of the implementation of a number of large-scale 
undertakings related to this program, fruitful eco-
nomic relations with near and distant neighbours 
were further expanded; commodity turnover rapid-
ly increased, and Azerbaijan became an important 
country in the region in terms of cargo carriage vo-
lume.
 In order to create a new transport corridor, whi-
ch will be important in the diversification of our 
transport infrastructure and for further increasing 
international cargo carriages moving through the 
territory of Azerbaijan, as well as in the develop-
ment of regional cooperation, the Presidents of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan, the Republic of Georgia 
and of the Republic of Turkey have signed the joint 
Declaration on Baku-Tbilisi-Kars railway link. This 
will result in a direct railway link between Azerba-
ijan, Georgia and Turkey”.

 At the same time, pursuant to the Decree, 
coordination of the activities by the Govern-
ment of the Republic of Azerbaijan for the imp-
lementation of the Baku-Tbilisi-Kars railway 
project had been appropriated to the Ministry 
of Transport of the Republic of Azerbaijan. 
The Cabinet of Ministers and the Ministry of 
Transport of the Republic of Azerbaijan were 
assigned the task for preparing a draft of the 
State Programme for the Development of the 
State Railway of Azerbaijan for 2007-2010 to be 
completed and submitted to the President of 
the Republic of Azerbaijan within one month. 
Work is underway in this regard.

It is necessary to remember that accor-
ding to the Framework Agreement on the Ba-
ku-Tbilisi-Kars railway project, Azerbaijan will 
provide a $200 million loans to Georgia at an 
annual interest rate of 1 percent per year for 
25 years for the implementation of the project. 
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It is expected that the railway will result in the 
transport of around 5 million tonnes of cargo 
in the beginning, and up to 15 million tonnes 
in the coming years. 

The participation of Azerbaijan and its 
transport structures in the international cor-
ridors could not but disturbed our feigned 
enemy - Armenia. In order to prevent imple-
mentation of the new Baku-Tbilisi-Kars ra-
ilway project, a group of pro-Armenian Ameri-
can congressmen expressed an opinion on the 
existence of the Kars-Gyumri railway. In fact, 
it clearly shows that there is a dual standard to 
the rights of Azerbaijan which is involved into 
an undeclared war. 

Moreover, it should be mentioned that 
the length of the Baku-Tbilisi-Kars railway is 
98 kilometres (68 km of which will be const-
ructed in the territory of Turkey and 30 km 
constructed in the territory of Georgia). Initial 
assessment showed that the cost of constructi-
on of the railway would be 250 million USD. 
200 million USD will be spent in the Turkish 
section, and 50 million USD will be spent in 
the Georgian section. However, the total cost 
of the project is estimated at 400 million USD. 
Turkey has undertaken a feasibility study for 
the project and allocated funds to the amount 
of 1 million USD for that. The new railway is 
much shorter than the old one. This proves 
once again the economic efficiency of the Ba-
ku-Tbilisi-Kars railway project.

In full support of this venture, the Ba-
ku-Tbilisi-Kars railway project has been inclu-
ded in the Final Report of the Trans-Europe-
an railways project Master Plan (March 2005) 
developed by the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Europe, as a project of utmost 
priority.

The Azerbaijan Railways plays a very im-
portant role in the economic development of 
Azerbaijan: it takes part in international and 
regional projects, maintains infrastructure, and 
successfully implements strategies for meeting 
the transport needs of the population and sta-

te agencies. Participation of Azerbaijan in the 
implementation of the Baku-Tbilisi-Kars ra-
ilway project contributes to regional stability, 
peace and economic benefits. According to re-
search, Russia will also use the services of the 
Baku-Tbilisi-Kars railway in the future. Russia 
is interested in this project and has discussed 
opportunities for cooperation in this area. Ex-
perts have indicated that Russia’s interest in 
participating in the Baku-Tbilisi-Kars railway 
project is natural. Indeed, if Russia utilizes this 
transportation artery, it will facilitate cargo ex-
change with foreign countries, from China th-
rough to Europe.  Many analysts believe that 
many other States will want to participate in 
this project in the near future. And so, it can be 
said, the evolution of the ancient Silk Road into 
the Silk Railway has begun.

On September 28th, 2015, first-class ra-
ilroad passenger cars (sleeping cars) that are 
planned to run on Baku-Tbilisi-Kars railway 
line at request of the Azerbaijan Railways CJSC 
was reviewed, and the shell of the first rail car 
presented at the plant of Stadler Rail Group in 
St Gallen Altenrhein (Switzerland) was accep-
ted.
Chairman of the Azerbaijan Railways CJSC 
Javid Gurbanov, the President of Stadler Rail 
Group Mr Peter Stuphler, Ambassador of the Re-
public of Azerbaijan to the Swiss Confederation Ak-
ram Zeynalli and the delegation of both parties 
were in attendance.

Azerbaijan has ordered 30 sleeper carriag-
es that will run on Baku-Tbilisi-Kars railway 
line in the future from Stadler Rail Group. 
The carriages will be constructed to satisfy 
four categories - Standard, Comfort, Business 
Class and Dining Cars. Depending on the cat-
egory, they will be equipped with 10, 20, or 32 
seats each.

Modern low-floor high-speed carriages 
will reduce the time of crossing in the border 
checkpoints and provide a more comfortable 
movement of passengers.

 On October 15th, 2015, the Silk Road Fo-
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rum was held in Tbilisi, Georgia.
The leaders of 30 countries, including 

Azerbaijan, Turkey, China, USA, Afghanistan, 
Slovenia, Italy, the Czech Republic and Ka-
zakhstan, as well as the heads of 20 internati-
onal financial and donor organisations partici-
pated in the two-day forum. 

In total, the forum was attended by about 
1,000 guests.

Speaking at the forum, the chairman of 
the Azerbaijan Railways CJSC Javid Gurbanov 
covered the Baku-Tbilisi-Kars railway project, 
the importance of active participation of our 
country in the East-West and North-South in-
ternational transport corridor, the importance 
of the Silk Road in terms of the transformation 
of our country into an international transport 
hub, as well as the common tariff policy betwe-
en Azerbaijan and Georgia.

On January 23rd, 2016, the chairman of 
the Azerbaijan Railways CJSJ Javid Gurbanov 
and the minister of Transport, Maritime and 
Communication of the Republic of Turkey Bi-
nali Yildirim discussed the current situation 

regarding the implementation of the Baku-Tbi-
lisi-Kars railway project in Turkey. 

Javid Gurbanov outlined the history of 
the Baku-Tbilisi-Kars railway project, the cur-
rent situation, the current rehabilitation status, 
reconstruction and construction works, as well 
as the type of cargo that may be involved in 
this corridor.

He stated that work on the laying of ra-
ilway tracks from the territory of Georgia to 
the Turkish border has already been comple-
ted and smooth operation of diesel locomoti-
ves has been ensured. He added that work on 
the provision of electricity, communication 
and signalling would be completed by the end 
of August, and at that time the railroad will be 
commissioned.

Binali Yıldırım, stressed that the com-
pletion of construction work in the Turkish 
section was at 80 percent, and that a lot of fin-
ishing work, including the power supply, com-
munications and signalling would be complet-
ed by the end of this year.

The parties came to an agreement on 
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holding a trilateral meeting to determine ser-
vice conditions and tariff policies of the Ba-
ku-Tbilisi-Kars railway with the participation 
of the officials of Azerbaijan, Georgia and Tur-
key in the near future.

The progress of the Baku-
Tbilisi-Kars railway project 
was discussed

The chairman of the Azerbaijan Railways 
Javid Gurbanov and the minister of Transport, 
Maritime and Communication of the Republic 
of Turkey Ahmet Arslan discussed the progress 
of Baku-Tbilisi-Kars railway project in Turkey.

Speaking at the meeting held in an at-

mosphere of solidarity and friendship, the cha-
irman of the Azerbaijan Railways Javid Gurba-
nov provided information on the progress of 
the Baku-Tbilisi-Kars railway project including 
the status of rehabilitation, reconstruction and 
construction works, as well as an indication 
of the kinds of cargo that may be transported 
along this corridor.

The minister of Transport, Maritime and 
Communication of the Republic of Turkey Ah-
met Arslan then indicated that construction 
work in the section of Turkey had been acce-
lerated, and a lot of finishing work including 
power supply, communications and signalling 
would be completed as soon as possible. 

The parties have decided to do their best 
to speed up the work.
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NEW ERA IN THE HISTORY 
OF RAILWAY

Economic reforms of the modern era founded by National Leader Heydar Aliyev and suc-
cessfully continued by the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev have brought 
about great success for our Republic. In particular, the reforms have led to the rapid development 
of the national economy. As in all areas, large-scale projects are continually being implemented 
in the transport sector, further accelerating the nation’s integration into the international commu-
nity.

Heydar Aliyev’s original concept for the development of transport infrastructure has been 
carried on intensively by the President of the Republic of Ilham Aliyev. The Azerbaijan Railways 
CJSC is an active participant in various international projects and takes seriously the implemen-
tation of these projects. 

Moreover, a revival has been observed in the rail industry. A new era has begun in its his-
tory with the appointment of professional transport worker Javid Gurbanov as chairman of the 
Azerbaijan Railways CJSC. Recently, bilateral and multilateral relationships with the internatio-
nal financial institutions have been intensified and it will have a positive impact on the reforms 
carried out in the railway industry. Indeed, the negotiations with international financial instituti-
ons for the reconstruction of the railway have entered a new phase.
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In accordance with the State Program on 
the development of railway transport system, 
a number of important measures such as the 
conversion of power from direct current (DC) 
to alternating current (AC), the purchase of 
equipment for the upgrade of signalling and 
communication systems, improvement of road 
infrastructure, the upgrading of locomotive 
and rolling stock, and the adjustment in some 
areas to reach the level demanded by modern 
requirements have been taken. 


As a result of the successful policy deve-

loped by President Ilham Aliyev, the Republic 
of Azerbaijan has achieved high growth, and 
the reforms and large-scale infrastructure pro-

jects have created favourable conditions for the 
sustainable development of socio-economic 
life.  It has also paved the way for increasing 
the number of foreign visitors to our capital 
day by day.

There was the need for a high-level re-
construction of Baku Passenger Railway Sta-
tion for meeting the modern requirements be-
cause the station is considered the transport 
gateway to the capital. Reconstruction work 
is ongoing with great efficiency at Baku Pas-
senger Railway Station. The facade of the main 
building of the station will be re-established, 
while maintaining its former architectural sty-
le and the interior of the building will be comp-
letely reconstructed. Ticket offices, cloakrooms 
and passenger platforms will be overhauled in 
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a modern style and escalators will be replaced 
with new ones.

To re-build a railway link that once exis-
ted between Baku and Sumgait cities for elimi-
nating the existing passenger density betwe-
en these two cities, as well as overcoming the 
problem of traffic jams on the highways was a 
demand of time. To this end, first of all, there 
was a need to overhaul the railways.

On March 3rd, 2015, the overhaul of 63 
km of main railways in the transportation of 
passengers on Baku-Khirdalan-Sumgayit line 
began and it was completed on September 
2nd, 2015. Under the project, station tracks and 
switches were upgraded at the Baku Passenger 
Station, along with the Keshla, Khirdalan and 
Sumgait passenger stations. Moreover, turns-

tiles and post-terminals were installed at Baku 
and Sumgait passenger stations.

It should be noted that an agreement for the 
purchase of 5 KISS model two-storey electric tra-
ins was signed with the Swiss Stadler Rail Group 
Company on May 13th, 2015, in Baku.

On May 21st, 2015, the head of the Azer-
baijan Railways CJSC Javid Gurbanov visited 
the Minsk plant of the Stadler Rail Group to re-
view the KISS models manufactured for Azer-
baijan Railways.

On September 12th, 2015, a commissi-
oning ceremony for the first train on the Ba-
ku-Sumgayit route was held at Baku Passenger 
Railway Station with the participation of the 
President of the Republic of Azerbaijan H.E. 
Ilham Aliyev.
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The Azerbaijan Railways CJSC, being an 

active participant in various international pro-
jects, takes seriously the implementation of 
these projects. In this regard, the construction 
of the Baku-Tbilisi-Kars rail has been rapidly 
implemented considering the role it will play 
as a bridge not only between the three nations, 
but also among dozens of other people and 
countries.  For this reason, we can say it is one 
of the most significant creations for the 21st 
century. The Baku-Tbilisi-Kars railway line, 
aptly referred to as the Iron Silk Road, is expe-
cted to be completed by the end of the year and 
to be put into operation in 2016.


The steps taken to increase the transit 

potential of Azerbaijan are commendable. Re-
cently, another route - the Trans-Caspian Inter-
national Transport Route is expanding its acti-
vities. On August 3, the first experimental con-
tainer train “Nomand express” on the Shihezi 
(China) -Dostik-Aktau-Alyat-Keshla route ar-
rived at Baku International Sea Trade Port. The 
arrival of the container train from China was 

made possible thanks to the efforts of the Coor-
dination Committee on the development of the 
Trans-Caspian International Transport Route. 
The committee brings together transport and 
logistics companies of Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, 
Georgia, Turkey and China, including Baku, 
Aktau, Poti and Batumi ports. Three trains 
have already been sent via this route. 

Next, the Ukraine joined the Trans-Cas-
pian International Transport Route and two 
trains were comissioned for operation.


One of the main components of renovati-

on activities carried out by Azerbaijan Railways 
CJSC is to overhaul railways. Recently, a bila-
teral meeting was held between the Azerbaijan 
Railway CJSC and the Czech company “Mora-
via Steel” for the signing of an export contract 
for the “capital repairs and material-technical 
supply of 600 km of railroad in the Baku-Bo-
yuk-Kesik section of Azerbaijan’s railway”. 

In October 2015, the next stage of the re-
pair work began and to date, more than 130 
km of railway has been overhauled.
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The conversion of the power supply of 

the Baku-Boyuk-Kesik corridor to 25 kV Alter-
nating Current will be implemented in stages. 
The first phase of the project will include the 
Boyuk-Kesik-Ganja section, the second phase – 
Ganja-Ujar section, the third phase – Ujar-Ha-
jigabul section and the fourth phase - Hajiga-
bul-Baku section. 12 new substations for these 
routes have already been constructed (the finis-
hing touches underway). At the same time, a 
mounting of support for an electrified railway 
contact network and construction of contact 
wires is in progress.


The work carried out for upgrading the 

rolling stock and locomotive fleet is very pra-
iseworthy. Upgrade of the technical facilities 
for meeting the demands of freight, further 
improving the service, attracting additional 
cargoes and safe delivery of that cargo to its 
destination is a demand of time. It also results 
in the flowing in of foreign exchange to the 
Azerbaijani economy.

In March of 2015, an agreement on the 
production of 3100 freight wagons of vari-
ous types was signed between the Azerba-
ijan Railways CJSC and “Uralvagonzavod” 

Scientific-Production Corporation named af-
ter F. Dzerzhinski of the Russian Federation. 
The new freight cars were transported to our 
country in a short time.

Overhaul of outdated freight wagons in 
line with keeping up with the demands of to-
day is continuing. 


Recently, under the leadership of Javid 

Gurbanov, the head of the Azerbaijan Ra-
ilways CJSC, important steps were taken in the 
renovation of railway locomotive fleets. An ag-
reement for the purchase of 10 diesel locomo-
tives from Kazakhstan was signed, and these 
diesel locomotives are now in operation in our 
country.

The Azerbaijan Railways CJSC has re-
cently purchased four new electric, direct cur-
rent locomotives for use in cargo transporta-
tion. These locomotives are equipped with an 
electronic speedometer and a modern traction 
motor.

According to the agreement signed on 
May 12th, 2014, between the Azerbaijan Ra-
ilways CJSC and Alstom Transport SA of Fran-
ce, the Azerbaijan Railways CJSC will purcha-
se 50 electric alternating-current locomotives 
from the French manufacturer.
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“The process of development and construction-

installation work carried out in the up-to-date road 

& transport infrastructure, including a railway 

network which was established at the initiative and 

under the leadership of Great Leader Heydar Aliyev, is 

being decisively and consistently pursued in line with 

requirements of the new era and international standards 

by introducing innovative and up-to-date technologies 

by His Excellency Ilham Aliyev, President of the 

Republic of Azerbaijan”.

                                           Javid Gurbanov 
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These new locomotives are expected to 
be delivered by September 2017. The new lo-
comotives are intended to be used in the Baku 
– Boyuk Kesik section that is currently being 
reconstructed to accommodate alternating cur-
rent locomotives. This new generation of ele-
ctric alternating current locomotives with the 
tractive power of 8800 kW is capable of pul-
ling up to 4,500 tonnes of freight carriages with 
12% slope.


On June 7-10, 2016, the 44th session of 

the Ministerial Conference of the member states 
of the Organization for Cooperation of Railways 
(ORC) was held in Baku. 
The meetings of the working groups were held in the 
first and second days of the event, the documents to 
be put on the agenda of the sessions were once again 
reviewed.

On June 9th, 2016, the plenary meeting of 
the 44th session of the Ministerial Conference of the 
member states of the ORC with the heads of the ra-
ilway administrations began. The participants paid 
tribute to the memorial of the National Leader Hey-
dar Aliyev at the Alley of Honour, and laid a wre-
ath at his tomb. The guests also visited the grave 
of prominent ophthalmologist, Academician Zarifa 
Aliyeva and laid flowers at her grave. They then 
visited the Alley of Martyrs to commemorate 
the Azerbaijani heroes who gave their lives for 

the country’s independence and territorial in-
tegrity.

Opening the meeting, the chairman of 
Azerbaijani Railways CJSC Javid Gurbanov 
welcomed the guests and reiterated the impor-
tance for favourable collaboration in meeting 
all kinds of progress goals.

Then, the Deputy Prime Minister of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan Abid Sharifov welco-
med the participants on behalf of the Govern-
ment of Azerbaijan and wished every success 
for the meeting. 

The participants watched a film about the 
history of the development of the railway of 
Azerbaijan.

The discussion of the following topics 
was included in the agenda of the session:

The Republic of Korea’s becoming a 
member of the ORC; the activity of the ORC in 
2015; the activity of the Audit Commission of 
the ORC in 2015; the activity of Commission 
on Transport Law of the ORC in 2015; the pre-
paration of an International Conference on the 
adoption of the draft convention on Direct In-
ternational Rail Transport; and an examination 
of the report by the Chairman of the Commit-
tee of the ORC “Towards unified railway law 
in pan-European and Eurasian transport cor-
ridors” of the United Nations Economic Com-
mission; the work program of the ORC for 2017 
and beyond; payment of membership fees; 
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the ORC Committee’s budget (the final budget 
for 2016, the preliminary estimate for 2017); the 
composition and sequence of the members of 
the ORC Audit Commission and the draft pro-
visional agenda; and the date and location for 
the 45th session of the Ministerial Conference 
of the member states of the ORC.

Within the framework of the 45th sessi-
on of the Ministerial Conference of the mem-
ber states of the ORC, the 60th anniversary of 
the ORC was celebrated as well. 

It should be noted that the ORC was es-
tablished on June 28th, 1956, in Sofia city of the 
Republic of Bulgaria within the framework of 
the meeting of the ministers, who headed the 
railways. 

The existence and activities of the ORC 
are based on the Regulations of the ORC ha-
ving an international character. 

Ministries of transport who head the ra-
ilways and the central state bodies of 27 count-
ries are members of the ORC.

According to the Regulations of the ORC, 
organisations that are directly connected with 
the operation of the railways can also participa-
te in the work of the ORC in other forms. 

The highest governing body of the ORC is 
the Ministerial Conference. The Conferen-
ce of General Directors of the ORC Railways 
is the highest steering body of the ORC for 
the level of railway enterprise. The Committee 
performs the function of the executive body of 
the ORC.

The Azerbaijan State Railway has been an 
ORC member since July 1993.

 

Ceremony to welcome the 
first container train of the 
Trans-Caspian International 
Transport Route, Baku 
International Sea Trade Port.

For the first time under a joint initiative 
of the railway organizations of Azerbaijan, Ka-

zakhstan, Georgia, Turkey and the People’s Re-
public of China, an experimental container tra-
in, passing through the territory of the People’s 
Republic of China, the Republic of Kazakhstan 
and the Republic of Azerbaijan along the Shihe-
zi-Dostik-Aktau-Alyat-Keshla route (4,768 km, 
including 4,258 km of railways and 510 km of 
sea route), departed from the Chinese city Shi-
hezi on July 28th, 2015.

The train arrived at Baku International 
Sea Trade Port situated in Alat on August 3 at 
10.00 a.m.

The Deputy Prime Minister of the Repub-
lic of Azerbaijan Abid Sharifov, Deputy Minis-
ter of Transport of the Republic of Azerbaijan 
Arif Asgarov, Chairman of the Azerbaijan Ra-
ilways CJSC Javid Gurbanov, Director General 
of Baku International Sea Trade Port Taleh Zi-
yadov, President of Kazakhstan Railways JSC 
Askar Mamin, and Director General of the Ge-
orgian Railways JSC Mr Mamuka Bakhtadze 
spoke of the importance of the Trans-Caspian 
route at the welcoming ceremony for the first 
experimental container train “Nomand Exp-
ress” at Baku International Sea Trade Port. 

Arrival of the above-mentioned container 
train was carried out jointly by the Kazakhs-
tan Railways JSC, China Railways, Azerbaijan 
Railways CJSC, Azerbaijan Caspian Shipping 
CJSC and Baku International Sea Trade Port 
as a result of the negotiations on a flexible ta-
riff policy and creation of favourable technical 
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conditions, which was achieved by the hea-
ds of railways at the meetings of the Coordi-
nation Committee on the development of the 
Trans-Caspian International Transport Route.

The aforementioned train carried 82 con-
tainers of 20 tonnes loaded with caustic soda. 
Previously, such a load would take between 
25 and 40 days via a route through the ports 
of Bandar Abbas and Poti. Cargo transporta-
tion process on the Trans-Caspian Internatio-
nal Transport Route will take approximately 6 
days from China to the port in Alat.

Within the framework of this project, the 
second container train is expected to embark 
on the China-Kazakhstan-Azerbaijan-Geor-
gia-Turkey route in September of this year. 

The Ambassadors of the Republics of 
China, Kazakhstan, Georgia, Turkey and Azer-
baijan, as well as the Chiefs of Aktau and Batu-
mi ports took part the above-mentioned event. 

Under the project, the application of a 
common railway tariff is expected to attract 
transit and foreign trade cargo, as well as a 
general increase in cargo volume. The launch 
of this route will pave the way for increasing 

export and transit potential of the member sta-
tes and the competitiveness of the Trans-Cas-
pian International Transport Route. At the 
same time, the Trans-Caspian International 
Transport Route enjoys the opportunity to be-
come an attractive and profitable consideration 
for consignors from European countries. 

Sangachal Railway 
Production Facility is being 
re-established

25-meter frames used in the process of 
overhauling the Azerbaijan railways are gene-
rally prepared in the Sangachal PF of the Speci-
alized Railway Institution LTD # 5 of the Azer-
baijan Railways CJSC. 

However, this arrangement is no longer 
sufficient to meet the new requirements of the 
current economic landscape of the world. To 
this end, the Sangachal PF has been re-establis-
hed. After the completion of the reconstruction 
works that began in January of this year, not 
only one, but two bases will be in operation 
there. Reconstruction of the old building was 
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completed in the second half of March, and the 
construction of the second base has already be-
gun. 

General Manager of the Specialised Ra-
ilway Company LLC # 5 Rizvan Rzayev po-
inted out that the three-way moulding each 
of 400 meters in length had to be completely 
dismounted and new ones built in their place. 
Each of these formworks were stretched to 225 
meters, and it paved the way for increasing the 
co-efficiency of the working conditions.

As a result of the work process following 
the same diligence at the newly built second 
base, construction of the three-way mouldings, 
two of them of 625 meters in length, and the 
other of 705 meters, has been completed.  Ove-
rall, more than 7 km of tracks have been upda-
ted within the base. It also indicates that 60-65 
km of track frames are able to be prepared at 
the Sangachal PF in under a month.

In addition, hundreds of trees and orna-
mental shrubs, as well as greenery strips, have 
been planted in the area. More than 200 staff 
members have participated in the reconstruc-
tion works. At present, four gantries have been 
operating with various intervals at the base. 
Two new gantries have been purchased with 
the help of Javid Gurbanov, the chairman of 
the Azerbaijan Railways CJSC.

One of the main innovations is the new 
platform which has been built for assembling 
railroad switching facilities in the area of the 
Sangachal production facility. It is the first 
time in the history of the Azerbaijan Railways. 

Sanitary facilities, change rooms and 
shower cubicles, and a guard station have been 
constructed in order to improve working con-
ditions at the base, and the area has been reno-
vated in line with modern standards. Further-
more, new rooms have been built to increase 
the capacity of the workshops.

It should be noted that this base was ori-
ginally established in 1936. The formation of 
the Track Machine Station (PMS), which dates 
back to the early period of the Soviet industri-
alisation, was mainly designed to overhaul the 
railways, and up until now, it had served for 
this purpose.


One of the main components of the on-

going, large-scale reconstruction works is an 
overhaul of the administrative building of 
Azerbaijan Railways CJSC. The repair work 
has been carried out in stages and is meeting 
modern standards. 
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NEW HORIZONS 
OF ECONOMIC 
COOPERATION 

A Trilateral Summit of the heads of state of Azerbaijan, Iran and Russia has been held at the 
Heydar Aliyev Centre in Baku.

Before the summit, the presidents posed for photographs.
he presidents made speeches at the summit.

Speech of President Ilham 
Aliyev:

“- Distinguished Presidents,
   Dear guests,
   Dear summit participants,
First of all, let me warmly welcome all our gu-

ests. Welcome to Azerbaijan!
 Today, Baku is hosting a trilateral meeting 

of the presidents of Iran, Russia and Azerbaijan for 
the first time in history. This is a historic event. A 
new format of cooperation among three countries is 
emerging today. I would like to express my gratitu-
de to President Putin and President Rouhani for ac-
cepting my invitation to participate in the Summit.

I should note that in April of this year, foreign 
ministers of the three countries met in Baku at the 
initiative of Azerbaijan. I am sure that today’s sum-
mit will give a new impetus to regional cooperation.

Our peoples have lived side by side for cen-
turies and share a common history and geography. 
Azerbaijan has close ties with Iran and Russia. The-
se ties have further evolved in recent years and reac-
hed the level of a strategic partnership. 

Iran, Russia and Azerbaijan successfully co-
operate within the framework of international or-
ganisations. Our countries have always supported 
each other in the UN and other international orga-
nisations. Azerbaijan successfully cooperates with 
Iran within the framework of the Organization of 
Islamic Cooperation and the Economic Cooperation 
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Organization (ECO), and with Russia within the 
OSCE, the CIS, the Council of Europe and the Or-
ganization of Black Sea Economic Cooperation. In 
these organisations, our three countries consistent-
ly support each other.

Azerbaijan was opposed to the international 
sanctions imposed on Iran and Russia and has re-
peatedly and openly expressed its position. Azer-
baijan pursues an independent policy. This policy 
is based on the ideals of international law, justice 
and the national interests of our country. Close ties 
with our neighbours are in line with our national 
interests.

Iran and Russia respect Azerbaijani territo-
rial integrity, independence and sovereignty. Both 
countries have repeatedly expressed the need to re-
solve the Armenian-Azerbaijani Nagorno-Karabakh 
conflict within the framework of international law.

The international community and internatio-
nal organisations recognise the territorial integrity 
of Azerbaijan and are in favour of a fair settlement 
of the conflict in accordance with international law. 
The UN, the Non-Aligned Movement, the OSCE, 
the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation and other 
international organisations unequivocally support 
the territorial integrity of Azerbaijan. The status 
quo existing in the conflict is unacceptable. The 
conflict must be resolved in accordance with inter-

national law and with consideration to the territo-
rial integrity of Azerbaijan. To resolve the conflict, 
Azerbaijani lands should first of all be freed from 
occupation.

The territorial integrity of Azerbaijan has 
been violated for many years. Twenty percent of our 
land is under occupation. This occupation affects 
more than a million Azerbaijanis. The UN Security 
Council has adopted four resolutions in connection 
with the conflict. They contain the requirement of 
an unconditional withdrawal of Armenian armed 
forces from the occupied lands. Unfortunately, the-
se resolutions have not been fulfilled for more than 
20 years.

In recent years, the region we live in has been 
faced with the growing risk of threat. We should 
further unite our efforts against international ter-
rorism. In fact, the whole world should unite its ef-
forts. Only in this way can we defeat international 
terrorism. Azerbaijan’s principled position against 
terrorism remains unchanged. In 2012-2013, Azer-
baijan, as a member of the UN Security Council, 
initiated a discussion on important issues related to 
international peace and security. We launched the 
initiative to strengthen cooperation in the fight aga-
inst international terrorism.

I would like to highlight the high-level me-
eting on the theme of “Threats posed by terrorist 
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acts to international peace and security” held by the 
Security Council under the chairmanship of Azer-
baijan in May 2012. After the meeting, a statement 
was adopted condemning all forms and manifestati-
ons of terrorism.

Dear colleagues,
The Caspian Sea connecting us is our com-

mon heritage. The Caspian Sea is a sea of peace and 
cooperation, and should remain as such. Protection 
of the Caspian Sea ecosystem is a common cause for 
all Caspian littoral countries. Azerbaijan is making 
its contribution in this direction. The Caspian Sea 
is rich in oil and gas deposits. Iranian and Russian 
companies have been engaged in the development of 
oil and gas fields in the Azerbaijani sector of Caspi-
an Sea and making major investments for the last 
20 years. In turn, the State Oil Company of the Re-
public of Azerbaijan, SOCAR, is interested in par-
ticipating in the projects carried out in Iranian and 
Russian sectors of the Caspian Sea.

The tripartite format will create an amazing 
opportunity for raising our economic cooperation to 
another level. Russia and Iran are our major trading 
partners. I am confident that this trilateral format 
would be beneficial for the businesses of our count-
ries. Increased trade, mutual investment and ex-
pansion of mutual export opportunities are of great 
importance to our economic cooperation. There are 
good prospects for cooperation in financial, banking 
and insurance sectors. Given the broad financial 
capabilities of our countries, we can participate in 
joint investment projects in other countries.

Azerbaijan has created favourable conditions 
for investments. Over the past 20 years, $200 billi-
on has been invested in Azerbaijan. Half of this is 
foreign investment. There is great potential for in-
vestments in agriculture, travel and telecommuni-
cations spheres. The Global Competitiveness Index 
of the Davos World Economic Forum ranks Azerba-
ijan in 40th place globally.

There is successful cooperation in the electri-
city sector. Azerbaijan has joined its energy system 
with the power grid of Iran and Russia. The volume 
of energy exchange with the two countries is incre-
asing every year. In accordance with the existing 
agreement with Russia, the energy system of Azer-
baijan is functioning in parallel with the Unified 
Energy Systems of Russia. The energy systems of 
the two countries are connected through power li-
nes “Khachmaz-Derbent” and “Yalama”. With 
Iran, there is also an energy exchange through the 
power lines “Parsabad”, “Astara-Astara”, “Araz” 
and “Julfa”. Only a few days ago, the power line 
between Imishli and Parsabad was connected. In 
the near future, we will fully commission the power 
line between the cities of Astara and Masalli.

Azerbaijan has turned from a country im-
porting electricity into a country exporting it. Our 
export capacity is growing. I am confident that toget-
her we can achieve the formation of a reliable energy 
corridor that will provide for energy exchange among 
the three countries and access to new markets.

I am glad that a reliable cooperation has been 
established in the area of border security. At the ini-
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tiative of the Azerbaijani side, the heads of border 
services of Iran, Russia and Azerbaijan held a mee-
ting in Baku this year. A deepening of cooperation 
in this field of joint exercises, including those oc-
curring in the Caspian Sea, joint activities and the 
rapid exchange of information will further enhance 
the security of our countries.

Cooperation in the transport sector has a great 
future. Azerbaijan is the only country in the world to 
have borders with Iran and Russia. At present, the-
re is a railway link between Russia and Azerbaijan. 
This year we decided that Azerbaijan would extend 
its railway to the border of Iran in the near futu-
re. I do hope that we will achieve this in the coming 
months. At the same time, the foundation-laying 
ceremony of a railway bridge over the river Astara 
on the Azerbaijani-Iranian border was held recently. 
These infrastructural projects are an integral part of 
the “North-South” transport corridor.

The International North-South Transport 
Corridor is a transnational project of strategic im-
portance. In the future, this corridor will benefit 
many countries. This corridor has a very high eco-
nomic viability. This route is very favourable for the 
transportation of transit of goods in terms of time 
efficiency. I do hope that together we will achieve the 
realisation of this project soon.

It is gratifying that our countries have no 
problems in religious and ethnic matters. This is a 
huge asset to our countries.

For centuries, Azerbaijan has been a place 
where different religions, cultures and civilisati-
ons have merged. We are not only a geographical 
but also a cultural bridge between the East and the 
West. Throughout history, the representatives of 
different religions and cultures have lived in Azer-
baijan in peace and brotherhood. Multiculturalism 
is a way of life in Azerbaijan. Azerbaijan is a multi-
national and multi-confessional country. The year 
2016 has been declared the “Year of Multicultura-
lism” in Azerbaijan.

Azerbaijan is one of a handful of countries 
represented both on the Organization of Islamic Co-
operation and on the Council of Europe. Our count-
ries successfully cooperate in these organisations.

Dear colleagues,
The new trilateral format of cooperation we 

have created has great potential. This is a very im-
portant geopolitical initiative. Trilateral coopera-
tion will serve peace, security and stability in the 
region. Economic cooperation and trilateral coope-
ration in the energy and transport sectors improves 
the welfare of our peoples. The format we have cre-
ated will take its rightful place in the international 
arena. Today, we are setting an example of good 
neighbourly relations. Today we prove that if there 
is mutual respect and good will and if our dreams 
are sincere, we can protect our countries from risk, 
consolidate stability and enhance cooperation even 
in this region which is full of crises, conflicts and 
instability.

Thank you.

Speech of President of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran 
Hassan Rouhani:

“- Distinguished President of Azerbaijan Mr 
Ilham Aliyev,

- Distinguished President of Russia Mr Vla-
dimir Putin,

Dear guests,
First of all, I would like to express my gratitu-

de to the Republic of Azerbaijan for her hospitality 
and holding such a meeting. Based on the principles 
of the Islamic Republic of Iran’s foreign policy, de-
veloping ties with neighbouring countries is a pri-
ority for us and Iran welcomes any proposal and 
initiative for boosting interaction and cooperation 
with its neighbours. This trilateral meeting of Iran, 
Azerbaijan and Russia in the exchange of views pa-
ves the way for the exchange of ideas and the crea-
tion of common interests. The Islamic Republic of 
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Iran highly appreciates this idea.  Without a dou-
bt, holding such a trilateral meeting is of great im-
portance for strengthening security in the region, 
enhancing and deepening the relations between the 
three countries. The three neighbouring countries 
have an important significance from the geopolitical 
and geographical point of views. 

The three countries are facing a number of 
threats in political, economic, cultural, social and 
technological spheres. In this way, to have mutual 
agreement is much more important than ever. We 
believe that in the current climate of the world, no 
country can make the best use of opportunities and 
deal with challenges alone. Each country needs coo-
peration with other countries, especially neighbou-
ring countries, for the welfare and prosperity of the 
people. The foreign policy of Iran is based on co-
operation with other countries, in particular, with 
its neighbouring countries, as well as exploring our 
common interests. We appreciate the benefit of on-
going discussions and negotiations in this area. 

Different historical, cultural, religious and 
social values among the three countries and our 
taking advantage of that potential, creates good 
opportunities for the expansion of our trilateral co-

operation. Furthermore, using these potentials, in 
particular in energy matters, as well as in regards 
to our geopolitical and geographical position, are 
great opportunities for expansion of the relations 
between the three neighbouring countries. On the 
other hand, terrorism and extremism, environmen-
tal issues and challenges, organised crime and so on 
are common challenges that need to be dealt with 
through cooperation among the three countries. 

In recent years, changes in the world, coope-
ration and the possibility of reaching consensus in-
dicate the possibility for overcoming these problems. 
We see that this potential can be made the most of. 
Many positive changes have occurred in the relati-
ons between Azerbaijan and the Islamic Republic of 
Iran in various fields. Good neighbourly relations 
exist between the two countries, and various initia-
tives to strengthen ties have been implemented. Co-
operation in the customs sphere, agreements regar-
ding the linking of power lines, as well as railways, 
construction of the railway bridge on the Astara 
River and joint use of the Khudaferin water source 
are among examples of these cooperative measures.

Bilateral ties with the Russian Federation 
have enjoyed favourable progress over the last two 



63 ADY - 

years. The expansion of relations between the two 
countries and having the same position for the so-
lution of the nuclear issue, and the cooperation of 
the two countries in the Syrian crisis are among 
valuable examples of cooperation between Iran and 
Russia. It is possible to inject this attitude, especi-
ally, into our three-sided partnership. Furthermore, 
simplification of the visa regime, investment, and 
cooperation in the fields of customs and technology 
are good examples for enhancing trade relations. It 
also opens up great prospects for development of re-
lationships. 

Iran believes that by having the same position 
and mutual trust between the three countries will 
create an opportunity for revealing potential in va-
rious sectors, especially in the cultural and econo-
mic spheres. Mutual assistance of these countries 
will make an important contribution in the fight 
against the existing threats. We believe in the pos-
sibility of development in the region, thanks to the 
cooperation of the three countries. Today’s meeting 
highlights that possibility once again. 

Necessary works should be done for expansi-
on of trade and economic relations, full use of the 
potential for cooperation in the fields of energy, 
transport, banking, investment, tourism, railway, 
shipping, as well as in eliminating obstacles in these 
fields. Tripartite agreements can play an important 
role in this respect. Activities of the joint inter-go-
vernmental commission have been focused on the 
expansion of relations between the three countries. 
The commission is co-chaired by the Ministry of 
Communication and Information Technologies of 
the Islamic Republic of Iran. We suggest that the 
chairmen of this commission take necessary measu-
res for the signing of such agreements, the expansi-
on of new partnerships and investment, as well as 
the implementation of trilateral projects. 

Sure enough, economic development and 
prosperity contribute to strengthening peace and 
security in the region. Under such circumstances, 
the fight against terrorism and extremism, and en-
suring stability and security show that the various 
disagreements can be resolved by means of discussi-
ons and negotiation. It is useful to use the potential 
of our cooperation in the fight against terrorism and 
extremism.

Thank you.

Speech of the President of the 
Russian Federation Vladimir 
Putin:

“Thank you very much, Mr President Aliyev.
- Distinguished Mr President Rouhani,
- Dear colleagues,
First of all, I would like to second the words of 

appreciation that the President of Iran, expressed to 
President Ilham Heydar Aliyev for his initiative of 
holding this trilateral meeting. 

Azerbaijan and Iran are good neighbours and 
important partners for Russia. We have amassed a 
rich experience of fruitful cooperation with each ot-
her. No doubt, today we are opening a new chapter 
in our relations, by embarking on cooperation in a 
trilateral format. We believe the need for this format 
is clear: the three countries have a shared interest 
in coordinating approaches on a broad range of re-
gional and global issues, and in continuing to pro-
mote multifaceted practical cooperation on trade 
and the economy.

I would also like to note that all countries, 
or at any rate many countries, are facing similar 
problems. I am referring to the continued global 
economic crisis and persistent tensions. For our 
nations, this is especially relevant because the ten-
sions I have just mentioned exist on our borders. I 
mean, both Afghanistan and the Middle East, areas 
of instability and ongoing conflicts, the mounting 
terrorist threat primarily from ISIS, Jabhat al-Nus-
ra and other terrorist organisations all pose a real 
danger to us. In order to search for ways to resolve 
these problems, we need to develop closer cooperati-
on between our countries. The main areas of trila-
teral cooperation are mapped out in the declaration 
that we will adopt following today’s summit.



64 ADY - 

I would like to point out some issues that are 
of particular importance from Russia’s point of 
view. For example, we consider it expedient to step 
up the exchange of information on the activities of 
international terrorist organisations. This is needed 
in order to more effectively kerb the transit of mili-
tants, weapons and narcotics via the territories of 
the three countries.

We hope the trilateral dialogue on the prob-
lems of the Caspian Sea will also contribute to the 
completion of the Convention on the legal status of 
the Caspian Sea as soon as possible. I believe that 
the signing of the Convention and implementation 
of its provisions meets the interests of all five Caspi-
an littoral states.

The prospect of cooperation on transport inf-
rastructure seems promising. I am referring to the 
plans to establish a Western branch of the “North-
South” international transport corridor that the 
Azerbaijani President has already mentioned.   

As to the energy sector, the realisation of pro-
jects for exploration and development of oil and gas 
fields is prioritised in the Caspian region. We are re-
ady to discuss mutually beneficial schemes for joint 

use of pipeline infrastructure for the transportation 
of produced feedstock. 

Of course, more attention should be paid to 
the issues of cooperation in the field of culture, tou-
rism, youth exchange and education, as well as in 
creating conditions for the development of straigh-
tforward relations among the regions of the three 
countries.

I am sure that the cooperation among the ne-
ighbours - Russia, Azerbaijan and Iran – will be 
pragmatic and mutually advantageous in the futu-
re and will serve the fundamental interests of the 
people of the three countries, as well as creating new 
opportunities for dynamic development of the entire 
Caspian region. 

Dear colleagues, needless to say, we still have 
a lot to do and let me assure you that Russia is re-
ady to work actively together.

Thank you.



The President summed up the summit.
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Closing speech of President 
Ilham Aliyev:

“- Thank you, Vladimir Vladimirovich,
Dear colleagues,
After a few minutes, the Joint Declaration of 

the Summit will be signed. Hard work on the Decla-
ration has been under way for two days. Meetings in 
a bilateral format have been held for two days. I met 
with President of the Islamic Republic of Iran Mr 
Rouhani yesterday and with President Putin today. 
Also today, there was a meeting held between the 
presidents of Russia and Iran. These meetings are 
of great importance. In fact, the tripartite format we 
have created is based on bilateral connections.

I am also glad that Azerbaijan’s relations with 
Russia and Iran and Russia’s ties with Iran are at 
a high level. The development of these relations al-
lows us the opportunity today not only to talk about 
a new format of cooperation but also to create it. 
The Joint Declaration to be signed today reflects the 
work done, our intentions, positions and our views 
of the future.

The region we live in is very complex. It is full 
of risks and threats. Unfortunately, these risks are 
not reducing but gradually growing. Under such 
circumstances, tripartite cooperation is essential for 
regional security.

The trilateral cooperation among Russia, Iran 
and Azerbaijan is a stabilising factor in the region. 
I believe that together we will not only defend our 
countries from possible risks but also, in a broader 
sense, deepen cooperation in the region.

The agenda today is very extensive. My col-
leagues have spoken about this in their speeches. Of 
course, we should further strengthen our political 
ties in the future. We are neighbours. We have good 
neighbourly relations and should strengthen this 
unity. At the same time, additional measures will be 
taken to improve our export potential in the econo-
mic sphere and increase in turnover. Relevant mi-
nisters from our delegations have met to discuss this 
issue and reached a certain agreement. There are ex-
cellent opportunities, in particular, for cooperation 
in the field of transport and energy. This cooperation 
has been established through the efforts of the three 

countries, and many countries will join that. The 
“North-South” transport corridor we are creating 
will provide for the security of our countries and for 
our economic interests.

I noted in my opening remarks that our re-
lations are underpinned by sincere cooperation and 
good intentions. We show and prove that this is pos-
sible. Sometimes neighbours experience problems 
and conflicts. Fortunately, the relations between us 
are only based on friendship, mutual understanding 
and mutual respect. We support each other, trust 
each other and rely on each other.

We demonstrate an excellent format of coope-
ration both to the region and the whole world. I am 
confident that the results of this Summit will be very 



66 ADY - 

successful. All the issues reflected in the Declarati-
on will be fulfilled, and our people will live better- in 
safety, peace, tranquillity and prosperity.

I would like to once again express my grati-
tude to my colleagues. It was noted here that this 
meeting was initiated by Azerbaijan. While on an 
official visit to the Islamic Republic of Iran in Feb-
ruary this year, I discussed this issue with Presi-
dent Rouhani. I got a very positive response from 
him. Then I got in touch with President Putin. His 
attitude was also very positive. Later, in April, the 
foreign ministers of the three countries met in Baku 
and worked very hard to prepare for this Summit.

The Joint Declaration we will sign today is a 
very serious political document. Today’s meeting is 
historic because it is based on our collective history. 
Our peoples have been together for centuries. At the 
same time, it is the first such meeting in history. I 
am confident that this meeting will be continued, 
and further cooperation among our countries will 
deepen.

And now let’s move on to the signing cere-
mony.



In conclusion, President of Azerbaijan 
Ilham Aliyev, President of Iran Hassan Rouhani 
and President of Russia Vladimir Putin signed 
the Joint Declaration of the Summit.


President Ilham Aliyev ended with: “Pre-

sident of the Islamic Republic of Iran Mr Rouhani 
proposes to hold the next trilateral meeting in Iran. 
We are grateful for the proposal and will meet again 
in the brotherly country with pleasure. 

Thank you, Mr President.
Thus, today’s summit is over. Let me thank 

you again and wish you all success. 
Thank you”.
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Azerbaycan Demiryolları’nın 136. Yılı ilişkin Ulaştırma, 
Haberleşme ve Denizcilik Bakanı Sayın Ahmet ARSLAN’ın 
mesajı:

Tarihin akışında önemli etkisi olan icatlardan biri olan ve 19. Yüz-
yılın ilk yarısında ticarileşerek faaliyete geçen tren ve ray; sanayiyi, ti-
careti, kültürü değiştiren ve dönüştüren; sanata, edebiyata kısacası in-
sanlığı ilgilendiren hemen her şeye ve her konuya etki eden bir alan 
olmuştur.  

Kardeş Azerbaycan da bu imkândan 1880 yılından bu yana en et-
kin şekilde yararlanmakta, demiryolu ağları hem bölge hem de dünya 
ticaretine büyük katkı sağlamaktadır.

Bu vesile ile Azerbaycan Demiryolları’nın 136. Yılını en içten di-
leklerimle kutlar ve yakın gelecekte tamamlanacak olan Bakü-Tiflis-Kars Demiryolu Hattı ile iki 
devlet bir millet gönül bağımızın daha da güçlenmesini temenni ederim.

Уважаемые коллеги!
От имени Грузинской железной дороги и от себя лично, поздравляю 
Вас с профессиональным праздником - Днем работников Азер-
байджанских железных дорог!

Этот праздник отмечают представители самых разных специаль-
ностей: машинисты и проводники, строители и ремонтники, 
инженеры и диспетчеры – все, кто трудится в железнодорожном 
комплексе, гордится своей профессией и приумножает замеча-
тельные традиции, заложенные 136 лет назад! 

Сотрудничество между Азербайджанскими железными дорогами 
и Грузинской железной дорогой началось еще в конце 19-го 
века. В 1883 году в эксплуатацию вступила железнодорожная линия, проложенная  
между столицами наших стран. Мы благодарны за годы  плодотворного и позитивного 
сотрудничества и поздравляем всех лиц, связанных с железнодорожной отраслью в 
Азербайджане с профессиональным праздником!

Примите искренние пожелания счастья, плодотворной работы, дальнейшего развития и 
процветания!

                                                                            Мамука Георгиевич Бахтадзе

FRIENDS 
OF AZERBAIJAN 
RAILWAYS
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                                                                  Генеральный директор
                                                                                      АО «Грузинская железная дорога»

Председателю ЗАО «Азербайджанские
железные дороги»
Д.Г.Гурбанову

Глубокоуважаемый Джавид Ганбар оглы!

От имени Дирекции Совета по железнодорожному транс
порту государств - участников Содружества и себя лично сер-
дечно поздравляю Вас, всех тружеников и ветеранов отрасли с 
профессиональным праздником - Днём работников железной 
дороги! 

Железнодорожный транспорт Азербайджана занимает 
одно из важнейших мест в развитии экономики Республики 
и обеспечивает значительную часть грузовых и пассажирских 
перевозок. Это крупнейшая по протяженности и объему перевозок 

сеть железных дорог в Закавказье. 
Сегодня Азербайджанская Республика активно осуществляет модернизацию дейс-

твующей транспортной инфраструктуры и строительство новых участков международных 
транспортных коридоров, обновляет железнодорожный подвижной состав.

Руководители и специалисты ЗАО «Азербайджанские железные дороги» при ни-
мают активное участие в выработке согласованных условий и принципов работы желез-
нодорожного транспорта для обеспечения функционирования и развития транспортно-
экономических связей между государствами участниками Содружества.

Решая стоящие перед железнодорожными администрациями задачи, надеюсь 
на дальнейшее плодотворное сотрудничество в рамках Совета по железнодорожному 
транспорту. 

Искренне желаю Вам и всем железнодорожникам Азербайджана благополучия, 
счастья, здоровья, новых производственных успехов на благо железнодорожного транспорта.

С уважением,

Председатель Дирекции Совета                                                         П.Г.Кучеренко
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Председателю ЗАО «Азербайджанские
железные дороги»
Г-ну Джавиду Ганбар оглы Гурбанову

Знаменательно, что в этот год, год 60летия  ОСЖД, XLIV  
сессия Совещания  Министров  проводилась  в Азербайджанской  
Республике. И  это  не случайно: ведь именно здесь пере се ка
ются  основные международные  железнодорожные  маршруты  
в  направлении  Север – Юг  и  Восток – Запад и  именно  здесь 
активно  развивается  транспорт, являющийся  основой  транс
портного  комплекса  не только  в стране, но и в регионе  в 
целом. 

То, что железнодорожный  транспорт  в  Азербайджане 
прод винулся далеко в  своём  развитии, мы  смогли  наглядно  
убе диться в рамках сессии  Совещания  Министров, состоявшейся  в июне этого года 
в Баку. 

Кроме того, Азербайджан  является активным  участником в работе ОСЖД: именно 
здесь в  последние годы было проведено несколько заседаний высших руководящих 
органов  ОСЖД и целый ряд совещаний рабочих органов ОСЖД: сессии Совещания 
Министров (2001, 2012 и 2016 гг.), заседание  Конференции  Генеральных директоров 
в 2006 году и ежегодные  совещания различных рабочих органов ОСЖД. Помимо 
этого, представители ЗАО «АЖД» регулярно принимают участие в заседаниях 
рабочих органов  ОСЖД, проводимых  как  в  Комитете ОСЖД в Варшаве, так и за его 
пределами. 

Являясь членом Организации сотрудничества железных дорог, ЗАО «Азер
байджанские железные дороги» уверенно чувствует себя на рынке транспортных 
услуг не только своей страны, но и на пространстве Европы и Азии, активно участвует 
в ревитализации  транспортных связей в сообщениях Север – Юг и Восток – Запад..

Разрешите, уважаемый господин Представитель, поблагодарить Вас за большой 
вклад в деятельность по развитию дорог и поздравить Вас и в Вашем лице всех 
железнодорожников страны с этим знаменательным праздником – 136летием 
железных дорог Азербайджана, пожелать дальнейших всесторонних успехов на благо 
процветания железных дорог и экономики страны в целом. 

С глубоким  уважением,

Председатель Комитета ОСЖД

Тадеуш Шозда
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Д.Г. Гурбанову, 
Председателю 
ЗАО «Азербайджанские железные дороги»

Уважаемый Джавид Ганбар оглы,

Поздравляю всех работников и ветеранов Азербайджанский 
железных дорог с профессиональным праздником – Днем 
железнодорожника!

Вы и Ваши коллеги не только весомый вклад в решение 
экономических и социальных задач, стоящих перед 
Азербайджанской Республикой, но и активно участвуете в 
работе Совета по железнодорожному транспорту государств 
– участников Содружества и других международных 
транспортных организаций.

Пользуясь случаем, хочу поблагодарить Вас за многолетнее плодотворное 
сотрудничества с ОАО «Российские железные дороги». Уверен, что наша совместная 
работа и впредь будет направлена на развитие взаимовыгодного партнерства 
и укрепление добрососедских отношений между Россией и Азербайджанской 
Республикой. 

От души желаю Вам и Вашим коллегам крепкого здоровья, благополучия, оптимизма 
и успехов в работе. 

С уважением, 

Президент
ОАО «РЖД»,
Председатель Совета по железнодорожному 
транспорту государств – участников Содружества                                 О.В. Белозёров
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Председателю ЗАО 
«Азербайджанские железные дороги»
Гурбанову Д.Г.

Уважаемый Джавид Гамбар оглы!

От имени публичного акционерного общества 
«Украинская железная дорога» и себя лично поздравляем Вас 
и всех работников отрасли с профессиональным праздником – 
Днем железнодорожника!

Стальные магистрали железных дорог на протяжении 
многих лет являются не только символом стабильной, надежной 
и успешной работы, но и тем объединяющим фактором, 
который, пересекая границы, связывает города и страны, 
объединяет людей, обеспечивает работу промышленности 
государств, осуществляя перевозки грузов и пассажиров как 
во внутреннем, так и международном сообщении.  

В этот праздничный день желаем Вам и всем железнодорожникам Азербайджана 
процветания, успешной и плодотворной работы, силы и стремления в покорении 
профессиональных вершин, крепкого здоровья, счастья, мира и благополучия, а также 
новых интересных проектов и их успешной реализации на благо железнодорожной 
отрасли. 

С  уважением

Председатель правления                                                 В. Балчун

Член правления                                                                И. Василевский
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